
By Margaret Doran
This is September, the month when we re-

member that terrible day in our country’s history 
referred to as 9/11.

Remembering the 10th anniversary of  9/11, I 
want to tell you about a resident in the Middle East 
Moorish building.

 Phyllis Butler is a gifted quilter. She was 
so upset when 9/11 happened that she decided to 
make a quilt in remembrance of  that terrible day.

Phyllis found pictures of  American Flight 77 
crashing into the Pentagon, United Flight 93 crash-
ing in Shanksville, Pa., American Flight 11 crash-
ing into the World Trade Center, and United Flight 
175 crashing into the World Trade Center. She took 
these pictures to a T-shirt shop and had them im-
posed on a single shirt.

She displays those same pictures in the center 
of  this quilt.

Next, Phyllis had 11 other T-shirts made with 
various 9/11 artwork. Those T-shirts fill in the quilt 
with patriotic material around the edges and back.

This beautiful quilt is on display in Phyllis’ liv-
ing room. If  you are interested in seeing the actual 
quilt, I am sure Phyllis would be glad to show it to 
you.

Phyllis moved into the Middle East Moorish 
building in 1989 from Joliet, Ill., recently retiring 
from the U.S. Army’s Rock Island, Ill. arsenal, where 
she had worked all her adult life as a computer pro-
grammer.

She is very gifted in creating a various number 
of  crafts - namely crochet, knitting, counted cross 
stitch and quilting. She has been an active member 
of  On Top of  the World’s Wednesday morning knit-
ting group since moving to here. The knitting group 
makes lap robes and walker caddies for the VA Hos-
pital, and preemie caps for Morton Plant Hospital.

Phyllis has created many quilts, depicting mo-
torcycles, or Elvis, some made completely out of  
blue jeans, and still others made from T-shirts sent 
to her by her children and grandchildren that are 
reminders of  some good times in their lives.

Phyllis has three children, 10 grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren. We are happy to have 
her as a neighbor in the Middle East Moorish build-
ing.
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Resident creates 9/11 Memorial Quilt
Remembering a day in our history
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Last month I wrote about the 
collapse of  a decorative feature on a 
stairwell at 2426 Ecuadorian Way.

This feature is isolated from the 
rest of  the building and had no signifi-
cant impact on the main structure. Re-
moval of  debris has been completed 
and the replacement design work has 
begun.

During the inspection of  the re-
maining Building 29 towers, the engi-
neer did identify several areas of  con-
cern.  As a result, shoring was added to 
support those beams in the stairwell.  
The engineer will come back with a 
design to augment the structural integ-
rity of  these areas. 

In an effort to keep residents in-
formed, we continue posting weekly 
progress updates on the Association 
website: www.otowclearwaterinfo.
com.

The Association has engaged a 
structural engineer to assist in making 
assessments on building stairwells of  
similar design: Buildings 21, 23 and 
30.  To date, we have inspected the 
Building 21 stairwell structures and 
are pleased to report they are sound. 
During inspection, the stairwell ceil-
ings were removed on Building 21, 
and while we have the space open, the 
structural engineer suggested adding 
some structural augmentation to the 
poured-in-place beams supporting the 
tower. That work will be executed in 
the not too distant future.

Interestingly enough, during the 
very detailed inspection, we found sev-
eral very small roof  leaks (and lots of  
hornets) so we are also taking the op-
portunity to address that as well.  

Building 23 was inspected and 
found to be of  a different construc-
tion than first thought. The end tower 
features are very well constructed and 
entirely sound.

Building 30 towers and main en-
try feature were also inspected.

Other buildings within On Top 
of  the World have stairwell design 
features that bear directly on steel 
columns or reinforced concrete struc-
tures.  Generally, the external stairwells 
are attached to the main structure at 
the roof  and the stairs are tied back 
into the exterior walls of  the main 
building structure. By “main building 
structure” I mean those areas of  the 
building that are not the stairwells or 
the center core of  the building. The 
stairwells pose no risk to the main 
building structure.

The majority of  buildings consist 
of  poured-in-place concrete and rein-

forced steel footings, concrete block 
walls with steel columns, or steel rein-
forced concrete columns and poured-
in-place steel reinforced tie beams. The 
floor decks consist of  poured-in-place 
concrete slabs supported on steel bar 
joists and steel deck, all of  which tie 
back into the reinforced wall systems 
just described. The walkways are a part 
of  this master structure. They are de-
signed as cantilevered beams which are 
tied back into the main building struc-
ture with steel beams and reinforcing 
steel rods. The walkways are designed 
to have a minimal slope of  up to 1.5 
inches so water will not pool on them 
following a rain.

So yes, the buildings are very 
sound.

This stairwell collapse also un-
derscores the importance of  keep-
ing the Association informed of  your 
emergency contacts. In this instance, 
neighbors were instrumental in help-
ing us locate residents that were out of  
town. Please help your Association by 
updating your emergency contact file. 
You may do this through the commu-
nity Website or at the Service Depart-
ment. All information is held confiden-
tial and only used in an emergency.

Property Insurance
I cannot stress the point loud 

enough or long enough that it is the re-
sponsibility of  each individual owner 
to make sure they have adequate insur-
ance on their personal property and on 
that portion of  your condo not insured 
by the Association’s master policy.  

Generally, property coverage 
policies are written on the interior 
components of  the condo and on your 
personal property.  Your Association’s 
coverage ends at the interior finish on 
your walls. In other words, everything 
from the paint in is yours.

The tile, carpet, cabinetry, appli-
ances, plumbing above the finish floor, 
air conditioning, and other compo-
nents are also all the responsibility of  
the individual owner to insure. 

Damage within the interior area 

of  your home can become quite costly, 
especially if  a leaking air conditioner 
or water heater causes damage in ad-
joining units. Costs of  repair can really 
be large.

And guess what?
It is the owner’s obligation to 

maintain or replace these components, 
and the owner is liable when they 
don’t.  Proper insurance coverage will 
help save you if  that happens.

The HO6 rider covers the insured 
owner for a portion of  the deductible 
the Association maintains. Currently, 
your Association maintains a deduct-
ible of  $10,000 per occurrence to 
property damage from any peril other 
than wind.  Speak with your insurance 
agent to make sure you have coverage 
in place and that it is adequate.   

Hurricane Season
September is the time we turn 

our attention to the tropical Atlantic 
and keep one eye on the weather map.  

It seems every time the mowing 
crews get caught up, a long cycle of  
showers push them further behind. 
Granted we need the rain to replen-
ish the groundwater, but it does come 
with a price.

As we move deeper into storm 
season, focus may be shifting to storm 
preparations. This means acting fast - 
sometimes on less than 24 hours notice 
- to secure buildings and equipment 
from possible wind and rain damage, 
as well as making sure everyone is clear 
on their post storm responsibilities for 
recovery and clean-up.  

Residents need to be alert, as 
well, and ready to clean up personal 
items that may become missiles in 
high winds.  What can’t be taken inside 
needs to be tied down or otherwise 
secured from becoming a wind-driven 
hazard. Awnings must be folded down 
and closed secure.  

I will again remind all residents 
that shutters and awnings must have 
a wind rating and be approved by the 
Association. Many of  the older alu-
minum awnings, which have been so 
popular around the community, do 
not comply with any wind rating and 
would not be allowed to be installed 
today. If  they are damaged in a wind 
storm event, these older awnings may 
not be replaced with the same prod-
uct. Fortunately, there are new prod-
ucts on the market that do have wind 
ratings and have been approved by the 
Association for installation. 

Work Progress Outlook
Painting/Waterproofing: The 

following buildings are scheduled for 

repainting work:  Building 51 – Front 
Elevation – Sept. 1, Building 52 – Front 
Elevation – Sept. 14, and Building 34 - 
Front Elevation - Sept 30.  Remember, 
all start dates are approximate.

Roofing: Large scale reroofs are 
current and no new projects are sched-
uled for the next several months. Roof-
ing will resume in January 2012.  Same 
applies to any paving projects.

 Flooring maintenance is ongo-
ing, depending on the floor conditions.  
This maintenance work includes strip-
ping and sealing of  center core floor 
areas. All start dates are approximate 
in any case.

Progress Energy has advised us 
that they will be upgrading the electric 
meters for elevators within the follow-
ing buildings: 36, 37, 47, 49, 50, 53, 54, 
56, 78, 79, 64, 65, 84N, 87, 89.  At this 
writing, we do not have a scheduled 
date for this work. Advance notice will 
be given as this will entail a brief  pow-
er outage while the meter exchange is 
made.  

General small scale construction 
projects are ongoing. This type of  work 
includes sidewalk panel replacements 
and of  course the ongoing structural 
work on Building 29 targeted as roof  
and feature replacement on the south-
west stairwell.

Utilities projects for the next few 
months include the annual fire hydrant 
inspections and wet-pipe fire sprinkler 
inspections in Paradise section.

Finally, Inspection Services will 
be continuing with landscape enforce-
ment, clutter enforcement on the front 
and rear porch areas of  condominiums 
(very dangerous in a high wind situa-
tion).  Tagging and removal of  exces-
sive furniture and “chach-keys clutter 
in the center core areas on the West 
Side of  Belcher Road will be an on-
going matter.  Awning Inspections (all 
buildings) are ongoing.  

Flag pole mount compliance
(Buildings 22, 21, 19, 18, 18A, 17, 16, 15, 14, 12)

I’m sorry to report that the in-
spection officer was assaulted on one 
building recently while removing an 
improperly mounted flag. We under-
stand that some people may be very at-
tached to their flag display, but battery 
on an employee is never tolerated.  

The matter has been turned over 
to the Pinellas County Sheriff  office 
for further enforcement.  Your Associ-
ation supports the display of  Old Glo-
ry, but let’s do it in a way that doesn’t 
damage the common properties.

Stairwell structures inspected 
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As we all know, it is still very 
hot in Florida and most of  the USA.         
A lot of  residents are enjoying inside 
activities where there is plenty of  air 
conditioning.

Our area has many enjoyable at-
tractions that are within a short driv-
ing distance of  On Top of  the World. 
There are too many to mention in 
this article, but some of  the fun ones 
are The Florida Museum of  Art, the 
MOSI, and The Henry B. Plant Mu-
seum - all of  which are in Tampa.

One that I would like to visit 
again is the Florida Aquarium located 
in downtown Tampa, along the scenic 

waterfront. We have many different 
brochures for many different attrac-
tions and some have discount coupons 

attached. Stop by the activities office 
and plan your next exciting outing.

Our OTOW clubs and organiza-
tions will very soon be starting up for 
the fall and winter season. You won’t 
want to miss out on any of  the fun par-
ties, shows, dances and travel events so 
be sure and read your monthly OTOW 
paper and watch your bulletin boards.

The Good Neighbors Associa-
tion will hold its annual fall Clothing 
Drive, Oct. 18-21. You will be able to 
drive up the driveway at the front door 
under the Portico and drop off  your 
items, making it very easy for you to 
participate in the fall drive.

Good Neighbors is once again 
hosting a Senior Expo extraordinare 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, Nov.  5.

There will be approximately 60 
local organizations with display tables, 
including several non-profit agencies. 

There will be free information, 
great door prizes and snacks.

The companies present will not 
be selling - they will simply be answer-
ing questions and handing out litera-
ture. Some will have little extra good-
ies.

It’s a really fun day with door 
prizes being given away continuously 
throughout the day.

ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS ADVERTISING POLICY
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Clothing drive set for Oct. 18-21

SHINE will be at the East Activ-
ity Center, 9:30 a.m., Oct. 11, to bring 
residents up-to-date on changes to 
Medicare and Medicaid plans.

For those of  you who are not fa-
miliar with SHINE, it is a free service 
available for seniors through the Flori-
da Department of  Elder Affairs, along 
with the other state agencies on aging.

SHINE has highly-trained vol-
unteers who are unbiased and do not 
endorse any specific health insurance 
plan or policy. Their purpose is to 
keep you aware of  any changes and to 
answer your questions.  

For starters, you should be aware 
open enrollment dates have changed 
to Oct. 15 through Dec. 7.

Any new plan will commence 
Jan. 1, 2012.

There are also other dates regard-
ing your Medicare Advantage Plan. All 
of  this information is very important 
as it is in regards to your Medicare/
Medicaid Insurance plans and help 
with the Medicare savings plan.

You should plan on attending 
the meeting, which will take place in 
the large card room on the lower level 
of  the East Activity Center. Please put 
the date and time on your calendar as 
a reminder.

To contact a SHINE counselor 
call 1-800-96-ELDER. You may also 
schedule individual meetings with 
SHINE representatives.

SHINE will be here in October to answer 
your Medicare/Medicaid questions
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By Kenneth Colen

Residents of  this community certainly love their pets.
Any time of  day or night, residents are out walking their 

canine companions.
Now, I’m not saying that you are not good company for 

your pet, but Fido may just need to hang with dogs sometimes. 
So, On Top of  the World is pleased to report that the former 
west side tennis courts are soon to become OTOW’s first dog 
park.

Access to the park will be from the West Activity Center 
parking lot. We will include ample shade and seating for own-
ers, as well as watering stations (for the dogs).

The park will be divided into separate play space for large 
and small dogs.

All amenities have their rules and this will be no different. 
The rules are there to encourage safe and enjoyable use of  the 
facility by both owners and their dogs.

OTOW community
getting first dog park
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Around The World

By Brad Day
Bingo will be closed the first 

Monday of  this month for the Labor 
Day holiday on Sept. 5.

So we’ll see everyone the follow-
ing Monday, Sept. 12.

Bingo would like to take the time 
to thank our “regulars.” Always happy 
to see you each week and we welcome 
all newcomers.

Please remember that we close 
our sales at 6:15 p.m. each night. The 
games start by 6:30 p.m., but we can’t 

sell anymore tickets at that point. Re-
member to come a bit early to get what 
you need. Please don’t come late be-
cause we hate to turn you down. Once 
the money is counted and the prizes 
set, we’re ready to play bingo.

So come on down and enjoy the 
fun. Refreshments are served at inter-
mission. Bring your neighbors. Bingo 
is still the cheapest game in town ... 
and the closest.

Thanks to all those who have 
supported us.

Get bingo cards by 6:15 p.m.

Do you want to prevent further loss?
Join our class that meets Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in the lower 

level room opposite the library in the East Activity Center. We meet from 8-9 
a.m.

We use hand-weights and ankle-weights in exercises that were developed 
by Tufts University in an effort to prevent further bone loss. We never do floor 
exercises. There is no charge for this class.

 For further information please call Libby at 727-669-1486. We look for-
ward to meeting you. 

Join us and save your bones
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I hope you are all using sun-
screen and wearing UV ray protection 
for your eyes while enjoying the sum-
mer weather.

Not only is it hot, hot, hot - it’s 
bright, bright, bright out there!

As you and your guests are enjoy-
ing our amenities, please take a minute 
or two to read the new signs that have 
been posted at each of  our facilities.

User Guidelines have been post-
ed at the fitness center, spa, dry saunas, 
swimming pools, billiards room and 
tennis courts. Most of  the rules have 
always been in place, but some have 
been changed to align the Health and 
Recreation facilities with the rest of  
our community. 

The first rule you’ll see is:
“This facility is for the exclusive 

use of  On Top of  the World unit own-
ers with a valid recreation card, guests 
of  unit owners with valid recreation 

cards who are present with them or 
renters with a valid recreation card.” 

(With the exception of  the West 
Fitness Center - guests are not permit-
ted to use that facility).

SCA staff  members have been 
trained to monitor the facilities for 
safety, cleanliness, user compliance, 
and to make sure people using our fa-
cilities are entitled to do so. It takes a 
special team of  people to keep the rec-

reation centers an enjoyable place to 
visit day in and day out and I am very 
proud of  the work that they do.

While performing their duties,  
staff  are often applauded one minute 
and then berated the next for enforc-
ing the same rules. Please keep in mind 
that checking activity cards is the only 
way for us to know who belongs here 
and who doesn’t. You would be sur-
prised to know how many uninvited 
guests are turned away each week.

With more than 350 visitors a 
day, it’s not possible for us to remem-
ber each and every one of  our resi-
dents and their guests. Besides, it’s al-
ways a good idea to carry at least one 
form of  I.D. in the event of  an emer-
gency. The up-to-date information on 
your valid activity card may expedite 
the process of  reaching your “Emer-
gency Contact” in the event of  a medi-
cal emergency.

If  you or your guests do not 
have a valid activities card in your pos-
session while using the facilities, you 
will be asked to leave.

If  your card is expired, please 
get it renewed before you come back 
to the recreation centers or before you 
reserve a seat on the OTOW bus.

The SCA staff  is not permitted 
to make exceptions to the rules, please 
do not ask us to do so. 

All “Special Requests” should be 
directed to the Association.

July is the month activities cards 
expire. So, even if  we’ve seen your card 
before, August/September is when 
our staff  starts asking you to show 
your cards again.

Please help us in our endeavors 
to keep this community safe and pleas-
ant.

We thank you in advance for 
your cooperation.

To avoid getting asked to leave an
OTOW facility, always carry your ID card
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By Gloria Clifford
Each year, many On Top of  

the World residents travel to at-
tend weddings, but rarely does it 
take 7,750 to get there!

Not only did Rural French 
resident Florence Shaw set out to 
cover this distance, but her wed-
ding story turned out to be more 
than a simple, “I do.”

Florence was headed to 
Uganda, East Africa, to see her 
son, Vincent Mugabo, marry his 
future wife, Gloria Alpha.

Joining Florence for the trip 
was a friend, and even though 
they were prepared for a long 
trip, they couldn’t prepare for 
what actually took place.

“We started out from Tam-
pa, but our plane from Philadel-
phia to Brussels malfunctioned 
and we had to return to Philadel-
phia and spend the night,” Flor-
ence said. “The next day history 
repeated itself  and we could not 
get on another plane.”

Florence and her friend 
ended up stranded in Philadel-
phia for two days, and to make 
the situation worse they had no 
luggage - their four suitcases had 
been sent to Brussels on a differ-
ent flight.

Talk about red tape!
It’s one thing to try to re-

trieve your luggage from another 
U.S. city, but when you’re trying 
to get your luggage back from 
a different country, the process 
can be very stressing.

Well, the frustration did take 
its toll on Florence’s friend, who 
decided she wanted her luggage 
back and was going back home 
to Tampa. Still, not as simple as 
it might sound, the wedding gifts 
were in the friend’s luggage.

Florence actually consid-
ered turning around and head-
ing back home herself, but there 
was so much anticipation seeing 
her son, the lovely wedding, the 
different cultures, and the love-
ly color schemes, that she actu-
ally couldn’t wait to continue the 
trip.

The next day Florence’s 
friend flew back home to Tampa 
without luggage, while Florence 
was rerouted through Amsterdam 
- without luggage.

Finally, the following day, 
Florence arrived in Uganda on 
a Thursday, but soon learned no 
one in Brussels ever touched her 
luggage. It was still sitting in an 
unclaimed luggage office.

“When I finally arrived, 
there was no time to rest or 
freshen up,” Florence said. “(On 
Friday) I had to find a dressmak-
er, choose material, get my hair 
done - all this the day before my 
son’s special day and my part in 
the ceremony.”

The wedding went on, and 
despite everything that had hap-
pened, Florence was grateful to 
be there.

In Uganda, marriage starts 
with a man asking his fiancée 
to marry him. When the girl ac-
cepts, the man and a few relatives 
arrange to visit the girl’s parents. 
After that, they set up a date for 
a formal introduction party and 
the wedding date.

The introduction party is 
hosted by the girl’s parents, and 
they inform the man’s side how 
many guests they can bring.

At that party, the man offi-
cially asks the girl’s hand in mar-
riage. The man and his relatives 
also bring different gifts for the 
parents of  the girl and other rela-
tives.

Speeches are given from 
both sides, talking about the vir-
tues of  the couple.

They eat and have tradition-
al dancers entertain them.

After they eat, there are 
more speeches, and the bride’s 
side accepts the future husband 
and are given a traditional mar-
riage certificate.

After that, planning for a 
church wedding begins. Relatives 
and friends contribute toward the 
wedding reception. They also buy 
wedding gifts for the couple.

The reception is after the 
church ceremony, usually held 
at a hotel or any recreation place 
with a big hall or compound - 
depending on the number of  
guests.

As for Uganda itself, people 
in the U.S. may not realize its 
beauty.

In 1907, Bishop Winston 
Churchill (future prime minister 
of  Britain) came to Uganda for a 
visit and called it, “The Pearl of  
Africa.”

Many tourists think he’s 
right! 

Uganda is a beautiful coun-
try with a rich culture and breath-
taking landscape.

Divided into 45 districts, 
there are many beautiful sites to 
be seen in Uganda such as Lake 
Victoria, the Rwenzori Moun-
tains and the Murchison Falls. 
They are just a handful of  amaz-
ing natural wonders in Uganda.

Many different types of  Af-
ricans live in Uganda, making it a 
very diverse nation. 

If  you ever think of  going 
on a tour through Africa, be sure 
Uganda is part of  the journey - 
just keep in mind, you may arrive 
before your luggage. In Flor-
ence’s case, her luggage finally 
arrived on Sunday - the day after 
the wedding

On Top of the World resident travels 
7,750 miles to see son get married

Above, Vincent Mugabo and 
Gloria Alpha dance together at 
their wedding reception July 16 
in Uganda. At right, the couple 
walks a scenic bridge to get to 
the church where their wedding 
took place. Notice, the bride was 
permitted to change her attire.
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By Doug Kates, editor
A golfer’s favorite number 

is usually anything under par, so 
it might be hard to image a large 
number such as 37,000.

That number represents the 
amount of  work which has been 
done on the 18-hole course’s tee 
boxes since May.

Overall, 37,000 square feet 
of  dirt and sod have been added 
to the tee boxes alone.

“This is going to be real 
nice,” said Course Superintendent 
Drew Schlatter. “Now everyone 
will be hitting off  grass instead 
of  dirt and all the tee boxes will 
be pointing toward the hole.”

Drew said five tee boxes 
were totally rebuilt - Nos. 2, 6, 
10, 11 and 16.

Tee boxes for No. 4 and No. 
5 were lengthened, and a second 
tee box, for the ladies, was added 
on No. 8.

“Most of  the tee boxes were 
too small and needed to be made 
bigger,” Drew said. “We extend-
ed them a lot longer.”

Tee boxes are designed to 
slope around the edges for easy 
access up and down for golfers, 
but over time those slopes can 
deteriorate and the tee boxes get 
out of  shape. This was the case 
on many holes.

Drew said some of  the tee 
boxes are now double or triple 
their original size, which comes 
with many benefits. The biggest 
benefit is the tee markers can be 
moved around so golfers tee-
ing off  don’t wear out one area 
of  the box. By changing up the 
tee markers, the box should stay 
greener.

“We now have multiple lo-
cations to move the tees,” Drew 
said.

Sprigging continued in the 
month of  August and many resi-
dents have volunteered their time 
to sprinkle dwarf  grass seed on 
various rebuilt putting surfaces.

Drew said the restoration 
project is on schedule and open-
ing day is scheduled for Monday, 
Nov. 7.

New tee boxes popping up at golf course

Cool new stuff popping up
Above is a new tee box for the 11th hole. Last year at this time, this box was a small square with 
little room to move the tee markers. Starting in November,  golfers will approach the tee box 
with no idea where the marker might be - up front, in the middle, way in back? In a couple of 
months, this box will be golf course-green! Below, Assistant Golf Course Superintendent Whit 
Derrick examines a new putting surface on the 12th hole, complete with new drainage system. 
Sprigging took place in July.                    (OTOW News photo by Doug Kates) 
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Q.  What, precisely, is a durable 
power of  attorney?

A.  This is a specialized form of  
general power of  attorney.  A durable 
power of  attorney remains in effect 
even if  a person becomes incapaci-
tated after making and signing it.  The 
durable power of  attorney must con-
tain special wording that provides that 
the power of  attorney survives the in-
capacity of  the person who made it.  
Most, but not all, powers-of-attorney 
that are executed today, are durable.

Q.  Under the new budget that’s 
been adopted by the Florida legislature 
and signed by the governor, are senior 
citizens who are already on Medicaid 
protected?  

A.  Not necessarily.  It is my un-
derstanding that in Florida, plans to 
transfer Medicaid patients into man-
aged care, the first group that need 
to enroll (Make that re-enroll), will be 
elderly and disabled folks who are on 
Medicaid and/or in nursing homes.  

Assuming that Federal health of-
ficials approve the Florida plan some-
time in this year, on or around July  
of  2012, the state will begin lining up 
HMOs and provider service entities to 
take on the elderly and disabled popu-
lation. 

An ominous potential occur-
rence will happen when a decision on 
when an Alzheimer’s patient needs 
to be in a nursing home.  Up to now, 
that determination has been made by 
the family and by the patient’s doc-
tor.  However, once managed care is 
in place, it is my understanding that it 
will become a decision of  the managed 

care company.
Let us hope that the managed 

care company won’t have its own fi-
nancial well-being in mind when it 
decides on whether an Alzheimer’s pa-
tient does or does not need a nursing 
home. We can hope so, but believing it 
to be so is an entirely different matter, 
I s’ppose. 

The Academy of  Florida Elder 
Law Attorneys, of  which I am a long 
time member, has been attempting 
very hard to resist this and to show 
that  managed care will be a very bad 
thing for senior citizens who are either 
on Medicaid or who may have to go 
on it.

Q.  How long do we have to keep 
income tax records?

A.  Well, first of  all, it depends on 
the type of  records involved. So rather 
than just “shot-gunning” an answer, I 
will give you some general thoughts.  

As a practical matter, the statute 
of  limitations on additional tax assess-
ments runs for three years - from the 
time you have filed your tax return, or 
the due date for filing it, whichever is 

later.
So for 2010 you should hold 

records until at least April 18, 2018.  
However, you should realize that the 
IRS has the ability to go beyond three 
years and up to six years if  the IRS 
suspects that gross income has been 
substantially under-reported. Substan-
tially under-reported means an under-
statement of  25 percent or more of  
the gross income previously reported.  
Also, there is no time restriction if  a 
false or fraudulent return is filed.  

Q.  My children, my wife and I 
visited an elder law attorney in order 
to find out some information about 
protecting our assets in the event that 
one or the other of  us had to go into a 
nursing home and needed Medicaid.  

The elder law attorney really 
didn’t say too much, but he did say 
that there was a very easy way to get 
on Medicaid, and, if  we retained him 
to do Medicaid planning, we could 
learn how easy. He kept saying it was 
so simple. What are your thoughts 
about this?

A.  This is rather funny. You vis-
ited an elder law attorney, but didn’t 
want to pay him for his advice, so now 
you are asking me and want that advice 
for free?

Is that it?
<Giggle.>
Well, first of  all, I don’t know 

what you told him. Second, I don’t 
know what your assets and income are.  
Third, I don’t know what you and/or 
your wife’s state of  health might be.  
So it’s rather difficult to answer this 

question.
But I will tell you that one sup-

posedly easy way to obtain Medicaid 
benefits is when there is a husband 
and wife, and only one needs long-
term care. This step is to transfer all 
assets into the name of  the spouse that 
is least likely to need Medicaid and af-
ter that, convert those assets into cash, 
and after that purchase an annuity that 
pays out income only to the spouse 
who is least likely to need Medicaid.  

There are, of  course, numerous 
problems with this and so you should 
see an elder law attorney before you 
attempt any Medicaid planning of  any 
kind.

----
Gerald R. Colen is an attorney and 

who is a member of  both the National 
Academy of  Elder Law Attorneys and the 
Elder Law Section of  the Florida Bar.  He 
concentrates his practice of  law in the ar-
eas of  real estate, elder law, wills, trusts, 
probate, business law and simple and 
complex estate planning.  He welcomes 
your questions and comments.  This col-
umn is not intended to provide legal ad-
vice but is only intended to provide lim-
ited information on the specific matters 
raised in the questions and answers.  You 
should always consult your own attorney 
for specific advice.  Mr. Colen is available 
for conferences at his law office at 7243 – 
Bryan Dairy Road, Largo, Florida 33777.  
Ph. (727) 545-8114.  He is also pleased to 
respond to email at his email address of  
gcolen@tampabay.rr.com or through his 
web page at www.gcolen.com.  In Ocala, 
Florida, Mr. Colen is available, by appoint-
ment, for legal conferences at the On Top 
of  the World sales office which is located 
near Sid’s CAFE inside the On Top of  the 
World communities.  Stephanie R. Bergen 
may be reached at her email address of  sr-
bergen@tampabay.rr.com

ID/Activity Card Information

The I.D. Committee will be operating dur-
ing the following hours:

• Every Monday morning, 9-11:30 a.m., ex-
cept holidays.

• Monday evenings from 6:30-8 p.m. on Oct. 
3, 2011 and Dec. 5, 2011.

Each person must present proof  of  resi-
dence to validate his/her own card. Proof  may 
be a Florida driver’s license, a Florida I.D., elec-
tric or cable bill, bank statement or check, or can-
celled stamped envelope which show name and 
OTOW address.

The right attorney will help you prepare your future
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At the Aug. 4 Press Association 
meeting, Gloria Walz and Jackie Dool-
ey switched roles on the board.

Gloria, who is a veteran of  tak-
ing notes, keeping statistics, recording 
data and loves numbers, went from 
vice president to secretary. She will 
be in charge of  keeping track of  at-
tendance at meetings and number of  
stories written by staff  writers.

Jackie will switch from secretary 
to vice president, and at the same time 
the vice president’s role has been ad-
justed.

Editor Doug Kates said the news-

paper needs an individual who can be 
a liason between the Press Association 
and the community. He said the vice 
president would be the perfect person.

Jackie agreed to accept that new 

role. She will be available to speak to 
any group that wants to know more 
about the newspaper or she can sim-
ply answer questions at a club or build-
ing meeting. Jackie also volunteered to 
help recruit writers for buildings which 
currently do not have reporters.

Also at the August meeting, 
Doug announced new building colum-
nist photos will soon be added to this 
newspaper. The new art will include a 
picture of  each building behind the ac-
tual columnist.

Some building writers have their 
new artwork added in this month’s edi-

tion of  the newspaper and some will 
be added in October. Everyone will be 
included in the November issue.

If  a building writer wants to get 
the new artwork before November, 
they can take the basic guidelines quiz 
on the newspaper’s Web site. Anyone 
who needs the Web address or pass-
word can call Doug in the newsroom, 
799-3216.

Four new writers have joined the 
OTOW News staff: Geri Brown for 
French Renaissance I, Char Flach for 
Fujiwara, Bill Sharpsteen for Punjab 
and Mike Kaplan for South Seas.

By Doug Kates, Editor
On Top of  the World liason 

Sharon Licata recalls a period of  time 
when people would drive through this 
community to see the holiday lights.

Shortly after new rules came out 
to regulate decorations, residents got 
discouraged and the variety of  displays 
dropped off.

Your On Top of  the World 
newspaper is making an attempt to 
bring some of  that holiday spirit back.

This winter, OTOW News is 
organizing a holiday lights decoration 
contest.

The contest will be open to resi-
dents of  any OTOW building who 
want to participate. The judges will be 
staff  members of  this newspaper.

From Dec. 16-18, judges will 
be asked to visit the buildings which 
register to participate. Scores will be 
added together and the winning build-
ing will be announced in the OTOW 
newspaper on Dec. 30.

Judges will base their decisions 
on two categories.

1. Building-wide participation. 
In other words, the more your building 
is decorated, the better your score.

2. Holiday spirit and originality. 
In other words, does your building add 
to the holiday cheer.

At this time, there will be one 
grand prize.

Escot Bus Lines and the Semi-
nole Hard Rock Casino are combining 
resources to bring a special reward to 
the winning building.

Escot Bus Lines, which already 
provides charter bus service from 
OTOW to the Hard Rock Casino on a 
daily basis, will donate one charter bus 
to pick up residents from the winning 
building and take them to the casino. 
The Hard Rock is donating a $5 lunch 

voucher and $15 in free play tokens to 
each resident.

The size of  the charter bus de-
pends on the building that wins the 
contest. Three bus sizes are available, 
including a 36-seater, a 47-seater and a 
55-seater if  necessary.

Each building will have to have 
a sign-up sheet to decide who gets to 
ride on the charter bus. At this time, 
the maximum is 55 people. Riders must 
have a valid activity card and should be 
chosen based on participation in the 
contest and early sign-ups.

The lunch voucher and casino 
tokens will only be awarded to indi-
viduals who ride the bus.

Buildings are not required to 
participate in this contest and residents 
should not feel pressured into partici-
pating. This contest is merely a bonus 
for those buildings which already en-
joy decorating for the holidays, and for 
those buildings which wanted to deco-
rate in the past, but just needed a little 
inspiration.

If  your building does decide to 
participate, a representative must call 
the OTOW Newsroom by 4 p.m., 
Nov. 30 to register.

No building will be allowed to 
register after Nov. 30.

Also, to participate in this con-

test, every resident from every partici-
pating building must follow very strict 
guidelines as outlined by the On Top 
of  the World Condominium Associa-
tion.

Sharon told newspaper staff  last 
month that there are many ways peo-
ple can decorate. She said those who 
are clever will see the best results.

Please pay close attention to the 
following rules for this contest:

1. There are three types of  elec-
tical decorations - indoor, outdoor 
and battery-operated. OTOW is very 
strict that only outdoor and battery-
operated electrical decorations be used 
outdoors - especially lights. If  OTOW 
discovers indoor lights outside a con-
do, the owner will be asked to take 
them down.

2. No decorations are allowed on 
any grassy areas in front of  a building. 
OTOW yard workers will be instruct-
ed to remove any objects in the way of  
maintenance.

3. Each building will be allowed 
to reserve one “visitors” parking space 
for a holiday display as long as it abides 
by all other rules.

4. Under no condition are resi-
dents permitted to use screws or nails 
to hang decorations or lights from a 
building. Lights are not permitted 
on the top side of  railings or across 
hallway floors, this includes extension 
cords. While the last couple of  rules 
might sound discouraging, there are 
alternatives. Decorations can be hung 
from railing sides using garbage bag 
ties, string, velcro - anything that can 
be easily removed after the holidays 
and without damage to the property.

5. Decorations are not permit-
ted on stairwells, emergency lights, 
light poles and exit signs. This means 
no glitter or garland is allowed to be 

wrapped around stairwells.
6. All outdoor lights must be 

plugged into a GFCI receptacle. In-
door plugs are permitted if  a resident 
gives permission to run a cord through 
a window, but the cord cannot run 
across a hallway floor.

7. Each building is allowed only 
one holiday tree in the common area. A 
holiday tree may contain up to 300 lights 
and no more than two extension cords.

8. Residents are not allowed 
access to electrical rooms, elevator 
rooms, telephone rooms, alarm rooms 
or any other restricted areas.

Why is your community newspa-
per organizing this event?

Last year many people took the 
time to decorate and did so by follow-
ing all of  the OTOW rules. This con-
test should provide residents in each 
building with a purpose to work to-
gether toward one common goal. Not 
only should this pump up the holiday 
spirit, but should pump up community 
spirit.

Also, the OTOW newspaper, 
and its 80 writers and staff  members, 
is making an effort to get more active 
in the community. The judges will be 
staff  volunteers who agree to visit 
each building that registers.

It is recommended that each 
building select a single captain for this 
contest. That captain should be re-
sponsible for registration, keeping a 
list of  participants for the bus trip, and 
understanding the rules listed above. 
If  there are any questions, that captain 
should contact Doug in the newsroom 
or drop off  a letter to Sharon in the 
West Activity Center.

This contest is an experiment. 
There is no guarantee it will return in 
2012. A lot will depend on the holiday 
spirit it creates.

Press Association

Press Association announces holiday 
decoration contest for OTOW buildings

Press Association officers switch duties
Newspaper unveils new column artwork
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• Refill prescriptions.
• Make sure your car has 

a full tank of  gas as power out-
ages may force gas stations to 
remain closed for several days 
following a hurricane.

• Store important docu-
ments and other valuable items 
in waterproof  bags.

• Bring inside, any loose 
items that can be found around 
the home.  Firmly tie down loose 
items that cannot be brought in-
doors.

• Tape, board or shutter 
windows.

• Have enough cash on 
hand to last at least a full week. 
Banks and ATMs may be closed 
for several days following the 
storm.

As a 
hurricane 

approaches
Prepare for the possibility

of a Florida hurricane
• Designate as a “post-

disaster contact,” a relative 
or friend who lives outside 
the danger zone. Make sure 
each family member has 
been given this person’s ad-
dress and phone number, 
and agrees to contact him 
or her following the hurri-
cane.

• Keep on hand at 
least one week’s supply of  
bottled water and nonper-
ishable food items.  You 
should also have available a 
manual can/bottle opener, 
a flashlight, and a battery 
operated radio or televi-
sion (with an extra set of  
batteries for each).  Make 
sure these items are readily 

accessible, so that you can 
quickly pack and evacuate.  

• Maintain an up-to-
date inventory of  every-
thing in your home.  Taking 
photos and/or making vid-
eotapes of  these items may 
help support the value you 
place on them. Also, con-
sider storing valuable items 
at a secure location away 
from the house.

• Remove furniture 
from porches or patio, and 
secure hoses so that these 
objects do not become dan-
gerous or lethal projectiles 
during a storm.

• Stock up on items 
you may need to protect 
your home or to prevent 

it from being further dam-
aged after the storm has 
passed. These items may 
include, but are not limited 
to, tarps or plastic, ham-
mers, nails and plywood.

• Make sure your fam-
ily is trained on how to turn 
off  damaged utilities.

• At least once per 
year, review your insurance 
coverage to make sure it is 
adequate and up to date. 

• Don’t forget about 
your pet.  Some evacua-
tion centers do not allow 
pets. Making arrangements 
before a storm reduces the 
anxiety for both you and 
your pet.

Newcome r s
(OTOW News photos by Tom Bracken)

Gene Karlin
of Illinois

Nancy Langdon
of Georgia

Robert Langdon 
of Georgia
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Inside Showbiz

Walter
Balderson

So you are going to New York 
City and you have written to CBS TV 
about three months in advance for tick-
ets to “Late Night with David Letter-
man.” Your tickets arrive, and you are 
so excited. But hold on!

That is only the beginning.
You receive a phone call from 

CBS telling you to be at the Ed Sul-
livan Theatre at 53rd and Broadway at 
9 a.m. on the date you requested. You 
think now you’ve got it made.

But not so fast!
You take a cab to the Ed Sulli-

van Theatre a few minutes before nine 
only to find that there are some 500-
600 people already lined up thinking 
they are the lucky ones.

A few minutes later, several ush-

ers come out and you are allowed to 
enter the theatre. A process of  elimi-
nation begins as only 400 will make it 
all the way through this process.

If  you survive the first cut, you 
are told to return at noon for another 
round of  elimination. Finally, around 
1 p.m., you are congratulated because 
you have been picked.

But wait! Yes, you have been 

picked, but it’s not over yet.
You are instructed to go to a de-

serted building, the old Roseland Ball-
room across the street at 3 p.m. for a 
rehearsal.

A rehearsal?
Yes, you are going to be a big part 

of  the show. A camera will pan the au-
dience, and your folks back home can 
see you on TV.

Also, you practice how to re-
spond when David is announced at 
the top of  the show. You scream, you 
stand, you yell and whistle. Make all 
the noise you can.

At 4:15 p.m., you go into the the-
atre for a taping of  the show at 5 p.m. 
You take your seat and the show begins.

After the second commercial 

break, the camera pans the audience 
and you smile, wave and scream.

“Hi moms!” are heard through-
out the audience.

The show is over, and finally you 
get back to your hotel and tell every-
one back home you are going to be on 
TV.

You go out to dinner and then 
return to your hotel room just hoping 
to watch yourself  on TV.

Getting a ticket for the David 
Letterman audience took all day, and 
you had no assurance that you would 
like the show or get excited about his 
guests, but at least you saw David in 
person.

So, was it worth the three-month 
wait to kill a full day in New York?

Sitting in the David Letterman audience 
not as simple as just buying a ticket

Vicki Smith is one of  the most 
inspiring women I have ever met – and 
she’s also one of  the best cooks.

Vicki began performing as a 
mermaid at Florida’s famous Weeki 
Wachee Springs way back in 1957 and 
swam shows for several years – even 
performing for Elvis. She returned to 
the waters after the 50th reunion show 
in 1997 and since then has been per-
forming monthly with the “Mermaids 
of  Yesteryear.”

At 71, she is the most senior 
mermaid performing.

But, there is nothing senior about 
Vicki Smith. For her 70th birthday she 
got a mermaid tattoo above her left 
ankle. She was last seen shooting water 
from a water cannon at kayakers who 
passed in front of  her home on the 
Weeki Wachee River. 

She has taught so many of  us that 
life is all about living. Vicki is physi-
cally fit, active and about as young as 
anyone you have ever met in your life.

Beyond that, she sure can cook a 
chocolate cake!

CHOCOLATE SHEET CAKE
Makes one 18 x 12-inch cake. Mix all by hand. 

 
CAKE     
2 C. ALL-PURPOSE FLOUR             1 TSP. VANILLA EXT.        
2 C. SUGAR                                         1 TSP. BAKING SODA
¼ TSP. SALT                                        ½ LB. (2 STKS.) BUTTER
½ C. BUTTERMILK                             4 HEAPING TBL. COCOA POWDER
2 LARGE EGGS
 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  In a large bowl, combine the flour, sugar and salt. Stir together 

and set aside.  In another bowl, mix the buttermilk, eggs, vanilla and baking soda. Mix with fork 
and set aside.

In a medium saucepan, melt the butter and the cocoa, whisk this together to combine.  Mean-
while, bring 1 c. water to boil. Pour the boiling water into the butter/cocoa mixture. Allow to 
bubble for a moment then turn off  heat. Pour this chocolate mixture into the flour mixture and 
stir together to cool the chocolate.  Now pour in the egg mixture.  Stir together until smooth, then 
pour into an ungreased jelly roll pan (or rimmed baking sheet) and bake for 20 minutes. WHILE 
THE CAKE IS BAKING, MAKE THE ICING. 

 
ICING
1 ¾ STICKS BUTTER                                          1TSP. VANILLA EXT.
4 HEAPING TBL. COCOA POWDER             1 LB. POWDERED SUGAR
6 TBL. MILK                                                         ½ C. FINELY CHOPPED PECANS (OPTIONAL)
 
Melt the butter in a saucepan over med-low heat.  Add the cocoa powder and stir until 

smooth. Add the milk and vanilla and powdered sugar. Stir together until smooth. Dump in the 
chopped pecans and stir until well combined. 

 
Immediately after removing the cake from the oven, pour the warm icing over the top. You’ll 

want to avoid doing much spreading, so try to distribute it evenly as you pour.    
 

PLEASE MAKE THIS CAKE TODAY.
I DON’T WANT YOU TO LIVE ANOTHER DAY WITHOUT IT!

The mermaid’s secret chocolate cake recipe



ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS September  2011 / Page 15



Page 16 /September 2011 ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS



ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS September 2011 / Page 17

On Top of  the World resident 
Ed Uhl recently attended the 28th 
annual reunion of  the Vietnam He-
licopter Pilots Association in Or-
lando. 

Ed is a member of  the Viet-
nam Helicopter Crew Members As-
sociation and several members of  
his association were in attendance.

The week-long reunion fea-
tured tours to the Kennedy Space 
Center, Daytona Speedway, two lo-
cal air museums, and two separate 
pontoon boat tours.

In the hotel were vendors’ 
rooms, several forums and evening 
concerts. There was no time to be 
bored.

The closing banquet started 
with New York City Police Bag-
pipers’ paying tribute to all the U.S. 
military services. And, not to be 
forgotten, there was a salute to our 
missing men.

The Army Aviation Heritage 
Foundation brought a UH-1H 
Huey to provide rides for reunion 
attendees. This was a Huey that saw 
duty in Vietnam and was restored 
to its original configuration, includ-
ing M60 door machine guns.

 It was 39 years ago that Ed 
climbed off  a Huey helicopter after 
his last combat mission in Vietnam. 
He was assigned as a door gun-
ner advisor to the South Vietnam-
ese Air Force at Phu Cat Air Base 
(VNAF). The base had just been 
turned over to the VNAF after the 
U.S. Air Force, who had occupied 
the base, redeployed back to their 
base in the States.

At Phu Cat, Ed was assigned 
directly to the VNAF, and his coun-
terpart was a VNAF major who 
didn’t like to fly in helicopters, so he 

pretty much left Ed alone to do his 
own training of  his door gunners.

Ed was training his not-so-
eager trainees in both the UH-1 
Huey and the CH-47 Chinook door 
guns. He spent most of  his time 
in the Huey because the side seats 
provided him the best overall view 
for training. He lost several of  his 
students to shoot-downs, but he 
knows they did their best doing 
what he had trained them to do.

Ed had never been in a heli-

copter until this assignment, but he 
was a tail-gunner on a B-52 for a 
short time. It’s hard to explain the 
thrill of  flying in an open-air he-
licopter even if  it was in combat 
conditions. They did the best they 
could under the circumstances with 
never a complaint or any regrets.

The Huey ride at the reunion 
was indescribable and amazing. Ed 
got to sit in the door gunner’s seat, 
and it was such a pleasure once 
again to sit in the seat he had oc-

cupied for 102 combat missions in 
Vietnam.

The 22-minute ride around the 
Orlando and surrounding area took 
place at 1,100 feet and 100 mph.

Ed, a Siboney Building resi-
dent, never dreamed of  ever having 
the opportunity to fly in a helicop-
ter again. A dream come true.

 The reunion was a week of  
camaraderie, friendship, fine enter-
tainment, great food, and life-long 
memories.

Ed Uhl relives his years as a helicopter gunner
during a recent military reunion in Orlando.

Military reunion puts OTOW resident
back behind guns of Vietnam helicopter
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By Edna Androvette
Planned indoor picnics can be 

very enjoyable as club members found 
out on Sunday, Aug. 21, in the cool 
East Activity Center.

No one had to look for a com-
fortable shady spot, no one had to 
look for an area with a cool breeze, no 
flying insects showed up and no one 
had to bring an umbrella in case of  a 
sudden pop-up rainstorm.

Can it get any better than this?  I 
hope everyone enjoyed the picnic.

Saturday, Sept. 3, will be a gen-
eral meeting to discuss plans for the 
remainder of  2011 and into 2012. 
Please attend and bring your ideas and 
suggestions.

Mary Widman is the club’s Sun-
shine Lady. Her number is 727-796-
1184. Please give her a call to report 
any club members who are ill.

Single newcomers to On Top of  
the World … welcome and do join us 
6:30 p.m. on the first Saturday in Sep-
tember at the East Activity Center.

I have always been a blonde and 
a friend of  mine emailed me some 
“dumb blonde” stories. She sent her 

apologies, but thought I would laugh 
at them. I did laugh and hope you will 
too.

DISNEYLAND: Two blondes 
were going to Disneyland. They were 
driving on the interstate when they 
saw the sign that said, “Disneyland 
LEFT.”

They started crying and turned 
around and went home.

FLORIDA or MOON: Two 
blondes living in Oklahoma were sit-
ting on a bench talking when one 
blonde said to the other, “Which do 
you think is farther way… Florida or 
the moon?” The other blonde turns 
and says, “Hellooooooo, can you see 
Florida?”

Whatever your plans are for La-
bor Day, be happy…be safe.

By Carl & Betty Leiby
On Top of  The World volun-

teers deserve praise and thanks for 
their persistence in braving the rains 
of  July and the predictable torrid heat 
of  August to faithfully deliver meals 
to our OTOW clients, who depend 
on them for a hot meal they bring at 
noon and welcome their brief  friendly 
visit.

Good nutrition is of  such im-
portance, if  you or a friend is neglect-
ing eating properly, Meals On Wheels 
is an easy solution! It can be just a 
phone call away. Residents can request 
meals delivered to their home, or take 
advantage of  the bus ride to the dining 
site by calling the Neighborly Care of-
fice at 727-573-9444.

Federal funding for “free” meals 
is extremely limited. Need is the basis 
for qualifying. A social worker will de-
termine the status of  the client. How-
ever there is a program whereby a cli-
ent can pay a $5.25 fee for the service, 

billed monthly. It is a well-balanced 
meal planned by a dietician. It is a 
blessing when just home from the hos-
pital or recovering from an illness.

Volunteer drivers and helpers are 
always welcome!

Substitute drivers are often need-
ed, as members of  our group are very 
active in other endeavors.Doctor’s ap-
pointments and visiting company al-
ways take priority and of  course vaca-
tion trips too.

To volunteer for this rewarding 
experience, please call Carl and Betty 
Leiby at 727-791-3861.

Meals On Wheels

Meals are delivered
rain or shine, heat or cold

Singles Club

Bugs were not invited 
to perfect indoor picnic
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By Joan Tannahill
It’s September and we’re back! 
We’ve enjoyed a peaceful and 

restful month with some of  us travel-
ing and some of  us staying right here 
enjoying the heat and humidity in sun-
ny Clearwater.

We have received many new 
books and removed some of  the older 
ones from our shelves. We also have 
discarded some books that weren’t 
circulating. So come in and check our 
shelves. You’re sure to find some inter-
esting reads.

 We understand that buildings 
have been asked to remove their build-
ing libraries. While we usually ask for 
donations, we have been told that many 
of  the building books are infested with 
bugs, and for that reason we feel we 
must refuse donations from the build-

ing libraries. We cannot risk having our 
own books infested.

We still welcome book donations 
you have purchased and no longer 
want. We just don’t welcome creepy 

crawlers in the library.  
 As always, we are putting out 

the call for new volunteers, especially 
a guy or two. We currently have only 
one male volunteer and sometimes we 
have chores where a guy is our best 
choice.  So come on men! Ask to speak 
to Helen or Bessie. 

We want to remind everyone of  
our book sale coming up in Novem-
ber. We don’t have the exact date yet, 
but it will be early November and our 
prices have remained the same. Believe 
it, something that has not gone up in 
price! You won’t find many places sell-
ing hardbacks for 50 cents and paper-
backs for 25 cents.  Be sure to plan on 
visiting our book sale in November.

 Remember, we are always looking 
for new authors, so if  you have found one 
you like be sure to let us know.

Library News

OPEN HOURS
Tuesdays & Fridays

Noon-2 p.m.

We’re open again - visit us,
but leave creepy crawlers behind

By Merle MacDonald
Who do you think you are?
No! We are not starting a new 

genealogy Website, nor are we in-
terested in your great-grandfather.

We are inviting all of  you to 
join us at a fun-filled, fund-raising 
costume party to be held Sunday, 
Oct. 9, from 6-9 p.m. in the East 
Activity Center auditorium. 

This “Who Are You Sup-
posed To Be?” interactive costume 
party will feature entertainment by 
Phil Greek, who you might remem-
ber from the Homecoming Party 
last year.

Costumes will add more fun 
to the evening, but while they are 
recommended, they are not re-
quired.

Tickets will be available at the 
EAC on Mondays and Thursdays 
from 8:30-10:30 a.m. for a donation 
of  $8.  The theme and title of  the 
new 2012 Theater Workshop Show 
will be unveiled at the party. There 
will also be a raffle with prizes.  

While you are at the EAC, do 
remember to pick up your DVD 
of  the March show, if  you have 
not already done so.  Also, dues for 
the 2011-2012 season are now due.  
Dues are $4.  

The first general meeting of  
the season will be at 7:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Sept. 7, in the EAC 
auditorium.  Anyone interested in 
joining or learning about Theater 
Workshop is welcome to attend.

Theater Workshop

You’re 
invited to 
a costume 

party

‘Copacabana’ DVDs on sale 
Theater Workshop is currently selling DVDs from 
its recent show, “Copacabana.” Visit the Theater 

Workshop booth Mondays from 9-10:30 a.m. in the 
East Activity Center, or call Roger at 797-3589

or Mary Ann at 797-3269.

By Jean Doane
Fall is almost here and after a hot 

summer we are ready and anxious to 
start our activities.

Our first meeting will be on Fri-
day, Nov. 11 at 1 p.m. Our new and old 
board members are ready to go!

We are hoping new and previ-
ous members will consider joining the 
Art Guild. The Guild has been a place 
to express your creativity and receive 
support for your artistic talent.

Membership for the year (No-
vember-April) is $15. The money is 
used for stipends for local artists to 
demonstrate their work and for re-
freshments at each presentation or  
business meetings.

We do have a good time and we 
want to give as many opportunities to 
inspire your creativity during the year 
as we can. A representative from our 
club will be at the Thursday morning, 
Sept. 8, Good Neighbors gathering. 
So plan on attending and find out all 
about the opportunities here and start-
ing dates for all the classes.

The Art Guild sponsors a draw-
ing class on Thursday afternoons, 
which will start tentatively on Oct. 6. 
The class is from 1-3:30 p.m. In the 
past, it was called the portrait class, but 
in additions to portraits, we draw a va-
riety of  subjects. We have even gone to 
various sites outside to draw.

There is an oil-painting class 1-3 
p.m. Tuesday afternoons taught by 
Sharon Evans. Her class usually begins 
in October and ends in April.

The Guild will also sponsor an 
Art Show in March 2012. This is an 
annual event, which gives artists an 
opportunity to show their work as 
well as sell. It is a nice event for the 
whole community of  “On Top of  the 
World.” 

Art Guild

From drawing to oil painting, new season 
for learning art skills starts in November



Page 22 /September 2011 ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS

By Fran FitzPatrick
Well, we’re finally in September 

and ready to begin to cast and rehearse 
“A Really Big Show.”

We look forward to meeting all 
our old friends and welcoming new 
ones at our first meeting of  the season 
on Wednesday, Sept. 14, in the East 
Activity Center auditorium.

Come get your questions an-
swered and join in the fun.

 We are looking for people who 
can sing, dance, do comedy, sew, sell 
tickets, work backstage on scenery, 
props, make-up and perform the myr-
iad of  tasks it takes to get a musical 
variety show on the stage.

If  you want to have fun, we can 
accommodate your desire.

If  you want to sing as a solo, 
duet or in other types of  groups, or 
perform as a dancer or comedian, we 
welcome you.

Who knows, you could become 
a star overnight.

To accommodate performers 
who work, a flexible rehearsal sched-
ule is planned for the fall.

This show will encompass every-

thing you ever loved about all the old 
TV acts we grew up with. If  you have 
never acted before, that’s OK because 
we’ll work with you, build your confi-
dence, and help you shine on stage.

Aside from the obvious reason 
for the Jesters to exist, to put on a mu-
sical variety show that will entertain 
our audiences, our club has a ton of  
fun. Laughter resonates in the audito-
rium when we have rehearsals or meet-
ings. We also serve refreshments at our 
meetings, and hope that you’ll join us 
to hear about the terrific show we plan 
for next February.

Contact Fran FitzPatrick at 723-
0375 or email ac1392@aol.com for 
more information.

 Let’s Get Together. “Jest for 
Fun.”

Jesters

First ‘Really Big’ meeting Sept. 14
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Lambda

By Bob Charpentier
The On Top of the World Com-

puter Club meets every Saturday 
morning at 8:30 a.m., downstairs in 
the main card room at the East Activ-
ity Center, first door on the left.

The meeting is followed by a 
presentation, or a guest speaker, or 
a beginner’s class, from 9-9:30 a.m. 
We also have a question and answer 
session in a nearby meeting room for 
intermediate computer users during 
the “Snowbird” months.

In addition, we help members 
with hardware and software problems 
at the Computer Lab every Monday, 
from 9-10 a.m. without appointment, 
and Tuesday through Thursday by 
appointment only.

The Computer Lab is located 
downstairs at the East Activity Cen-
ter, first door on the right. On Fri-
days, from 9-10 a.m., we will help 
any member who needs instruction 

with a Windows 7 operating system.
 If you’re new to computers, 

or if you are an experienced comput-
er user, we would like to hear from 
you.

Join us on Saturday morning at 
8:30. For more information, call the 
Computer Lab at 669-4731 on Mon-
days from 9-10 a.m.

OTOW Computer Club

Computer Club

If  it’s September, cooler weath-
er can’t be far behind, along with the 
Snowbirds.

It is definitely quieter around here 
during the summer months, however, 
the Lambda Club has kept pretty busy.

One of  our newest activities has 
been to add a movie night each month 
on the last Friday of  the month. In 
August, the club saw the movie, “The 
History Boys.” It was originally a play, 
but was adapted for the screen. It’s an 
excellent film about a private English 
boy’s school - a coming of  age/life les-
sons movie - and funny, as well.

For September, we will watch the 
comedy, “Airplane.” This is arguably 
one of  the funniest movies ever made. 
It’s a spoof  of  the ‘70s disaster films 
and spawned a host of  movie spoofs 
that tried to imitate its formula.

If  you’d like to join us at Cinema 
Lambda, come to the Craft Room at 7 
p.m. on Sept. 30.  

Lambda is a social club for the 
gay and lesbian residents of  On Top 
of  the World. It is an informal group 
that gets together for various activi-
ties, including cocktail parties, Sunday 
brunches, and theater/movie nights. 
Also, we have a group, the Mall Walk-
ers, which meets weekly to walk at 
Countryside Mall for an hour.

We look to expand our circle 
to all gay and lesbian residents in the 
OTOW community, but we are also 

open to participation by other OTOW 
residents who would like to meet their 
gay neighbors. There are people from 
many different backgrounds and areas 
here at OTOW. Lambda is just one 
more reflection of  that. 

Lambda meets monthly on the 
second Friday at 7 p.m. in the Craft 
Room downstairs in the East Activity 
Center. If  you are interested in finding 
out more about us, send an e-mail to 
lambdaclw@yahoo.com or call Dave 
at 727-410-7566. You can also check 
us out at our website: http://lambda-
clearwater.blogspot.com.

Cinema Lambda now open to movie fans

By Ruth Pittman
Tai Chi allows oneself  to become a more willing participant in the process 

of  change.
The practice begins primarily as a physical experience, but in time we ex-

perience better balance, coordination and integration of  the emotional, mental 
and spiritual levels.

In Butterfly Tai Chi class, the exercises have been choreographed with 
beautiful music and dance-like movements to resemble animals in nature.

We send an open invitation to all On Top of  the World residents. Come in 
and try our class and experience the benefits. Begin your transformation.

We have beginners classes at 1:30 p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thurs-
days in the exercise room near the library.

If  you have any questions, call Ruth at 726-0336 or 709-0841. Ruth has 
been certified to teach Tai Chi since 2004 and continues to renew and advance 
her certification.

Tai Chi choreographed to music
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Chorus

DOWN
1. Civilization
2. Green
4. Lobster
5. Buddha
6. Odysseus

7. Sand
10. Translator
12. Flowers
15. Mexico
17. Red
18. Picnic

21. Clue

ACROSS
3. Whistle
5. Bridge
8. Barber

9. Island
11. Indians
13. Schnauzer
14. Radio
16. Volunteer
18. Pink

19. Water
20. Kidney
22. Candle
23. Broom
24. Seventy

Answers to August crossword puzzle

By Ilene Bargerstock
“There comes a time when au-

tumn asks, ‘what have you been doing 
all summer?’”

My answer is “trying to keep 
cool.”

Usually, summer is a good time 
to escape Florida’s heat by reconnect-
ing with family and friends in cooler 
climates. Not the case this year.

Where I spent my summer, it 
was “highest temperatures in recorded 
history” and very little rain. 

Well, it’s September and from 
now through December we will wel-
come back our migrant friends, eager 
to hear their summer stories.

My story includes filling the gas 

tank many times (ouch) to attend a 
high school musical and graduation, 
weddings of  two granddaughters, and 
other family events.

My husband and I tried to crack 
the code concerning which day of  the 
week the price of  gas would be down, 
but they (whoever “they” are) seemed 
to outsmart us most of  the time.

But, it was money well-spent, for 
there’s nothing more important than 
love of  family and friends.

Speaking of  family and friends, 
that’s why we are in the On Top of  the 
World Chorus – “a family of  friends” 
who love getting together to make mu-
sic. The following poem describes us 
well:

“We Have Made Music!”
“Isn’t there a kind of  sample 

brotherhood in the making of  music: 
just a sample, under circumstances that 
are transitory, but one which might 
grow if  it could be remembered and 
nurtured?

“Making music together is hard 

work that is fun. Making music to-
gether creates a kind of  brotherhood 
where failure is everybody’s loss, where 
success is a victory for all, where dif-
ferences and inherited beliefs have no 
relevance.

“We create a new world for a few 
moments, we are for a time together 
in pastures green … and remember-
ing, wish the whole world could be like 
that, forever.”

--Anonymous

We will make music again begin-
ning Oct. 4 at 7 p.m. in the East Ac-
tivity Center. There is plenty of  room 
in the “family” for all you singers who 
want to join in!

As fall approaches, start thinking about singing

By Katarina Tepesh
A group of  us, Cheryl Reese, 

Lorraine Newton John, Dulce Boyce 
and myself, took a ferry to the  Ca-
ladesi Island to see three miles of  un-
crowded white sandy beach.

We collected plenty of  shells 
with which Cheryl loves to make us 
necklaces.

Many Baby Boomers love to 
dance and continue to attend parties 
at On Top of  the World and/or in 
the Tampa Bay area. Whether you are 
looking for a love connection, a great 
dance partner, or just trying to make 
new friends, all you have to do is show 
up at a club function.

A couple of  times, early in the 
morning, Kathy Schamel and myself  
take turns kayaking in Lake Arbor on 
the west side. When the lake is pretty 
smooth, the kayak whizzes through 
the water with little effort on my part. 
For some reason everyone watches us 

- gators, too!
In general, it is believed that 

one is not a true friend until you in-
vite them to break bread at your own 
home. Our Baby Boomers have been 
doing just that, taking turns hosting 
an event, such as a surprised birthday 
party or a casual dinner party just to 
get to know each other better.  

Last month, after our formal 
monthly meeting, we proceeded to a 
local gathering place, Cody’s Road-
house, to join happy hour and make 
future plans for our group.

I’m thrilled to have our neighbor 

and motivational speaker, Laura Ev-
ans, present a discussion to our Baby 
Boomers.  

We are happy to report that the 
OTOW Computer Club set up a com-
puter and printer for us, so our club 
has access to the Internet. The Baby 
Boomers group communicates mainly 
via email as in “Reply to ALL.”

The Computer Club is one of  
the best secrets at OTOW and we urge 
all to support it by paying annual mem-
bership of  only $15.  

Due to turbulent activity on Wall 
Street, some of  us continue to attend 
workshops on a financial strategy.

To learn more about a healthier 
lifestyle, we listened to author, Carol 
Kicinski, gluten-free TV Chef  who 
was featured speaker at Dunedin Pub-
lic Library.

The Homeless Emergency Proj-
ect is looking for volunteers to help 
work the register, sort clothes and help 

customers at the Thrift Store.   
Is anyone else interested in roam-

ing the beach with a metal detector?
Our Baby Boomers group is an 

informal, all volunteers group. All of  
us participate with ideas and follow 
thru on organizing events.  

The Baby Boomers group meets 
monthly every third Thursday, com-
municates via email listed below, and 
we like to connect on Facebook as 
well.

 Come to our meeting and join a 
lively group of  individuals who are pas-
sionate about improving our OTOW 
community by making it even a better 
place to live and play.  

Our next monthly meeting is on 
Thursday, Sept. 15 at 6 p.m. in the East 
Activity Center’s Veranda Room over-
looking the swimming pool. For more 
information send an email to Katarina 
at katarina2379@gmail.com  

Baby Boomers

Baby Boomers taking steps to 
master the kayak and the computer
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By John Koning
It’s important to exercise our 

brains to keep them healthy, so here’s 
a bit of  a quiz.

When are snowbirds who are 
not snowbirds really snowbirds?

It sounds complicated, but it’s 
actually very simple.

They are On Top of  the World 
Snowbirds Club members! They are 
the ones who never vacate the OTOW 
nest. This is their home. They are also 
the ones who enjoy club activities dur-
ing the dog days of  summer when the 
rest of  us have scuttled off  to north-
ern destinations. 

Sandy Sanborn, who takes the 
reigns from Ed and Dolly during sum-
mer, has organized a couple of  great 
events for her fellow OTOW Snow-
birds. In July they enjoyed four days 
and three nights in Biloxi on a casino 
trip. The odds were in their favor to 
have a great trip ... and they did! They 
also enjoyed a hilarious evening at Ed 
Fletcher’s Earlybird Dinner Theater 
watching The Last of  the Red Hot 
Lovers. 

Now that the days are getting 
shorter and the northern Snowbirds 
are starting to think about their annual 
migration, Sandy and company are 
preparing for another groundbreaking 
OTOW Snowbirds season.

Membership to the Snowbirds 
Club’s third season will be on sale as 

early as Sept. 5. The first two cruises 
to be offered are an Aruba cruise on 
Dec. 17 and another to Cozumel on 
Feb. 13. 

Tickets are now on sale for Ed 
Fletcher’s Earlybird Dinner Theater on 
Oct. 28,  the Thunderbirds Air Show 
on Nov. 5, and our Welcome Back Par-

ty on Nov. 17. Be sure to book early 
to avoid disappointment. You’re not 
booked unless you’ve paid, or in the 
case of  a cruise, made your deposit. 

You can contact Sandy Sanborn 
at 727-271-9051 or ssanborn@yahoo.
com.  Visit our informative Website at 
www.snowbirdsotow.com.

Looking ahead to another great Snowbirds season

Snowbirds Club

The Snowbirds Club will be making a return visit to see the Thunderbirds Air Show on Nov. 5. Contact 
any club member for trip details.             (File photo by Ed Foland)

By Walter Copeland
Here it is Sept. 1, summer is al-

most over.
We’ve certainly had enough of  

the sweltering heat and thunderous 
storms. We all can’t wait for the fall 
cooling-off.

We’ll soon see our Northern 
members returning. While it is not 
much consolation, they also suffered 
with lengthy, excessive hot tempera-
tures. But, alas, it’s almost over and our 
exciting 2011-12 season will begin.

Our first club meeting will be on 
Thursday, Oct. 6, at the usual place – 
the lower card room beneath the Gift 
Shoppe. As always, all monthly meet-
ings are on the first Thursday of  each 
month at 10 a.m. We have coffee and 

pastries preceding.
Our November meeting will be 

on Nov. 3. Our December meeting 
will be on Dec. 1.

We will have our “Welcome Back 
Party” on Friday, Oct. 28 at 5 p.m. in 
the main auditorium. We will have a 
catered dinner, which will be followed 
by entertainment.

We will enjoy Thanksgiving on 

Thursday, Nov. 28, with a dinner and 
show at the Ed Fletcher’s Dinner The-
ater in the Italian/American Club on 
McMullen Booth Road (just before 
Gulf-to-Bay Blvd).

Our annual holiday party will be 
on Sunday, Dec. 4, at the Island Way 
Grill for their famous Champagne 
Brunch. It will be followed by gifts for 
each household and exceptional enter-
tainment. Seating is limited, so please 
get your tickets early.

We are in the process of  com-
pleting our future activities and will be 
announcing those events at the meet-
ings, Good Neighbors and this news-
paper.

We’re looking forward to seeing 
you on Oct. 6.    

Pennsylvania 

First club meeting of the season will be 
Oct. 6 - Welcome back party is Oct. 28

The Florida State Fair will be hosting the Dog Days of Summer, 9-4, Sept. 17 at the fairgrounds.
Bring your dog for games, contests, prizes, giveaways, demonstrations and more. Meet local rescue groups.

Admission is free. Parking is $5 per car. For more information, visit www.tampabaykennelclub.com

OTOW TV
back on the air

On Top of  the World’s 
closed-circuit TV station went 
back on the air Aug. 24.

This channel is 96 on your 
Brighthouse 
Network TV.

Gradu-
ally, through-
out Septem-
ber, important 
notices and 
dates will be 
added to this 
channel, which will be run by 
your OTOW newspaper staff.

Eventually, you should be 
able to watch taped events on 
this channel, such as the annual 
St. Patrick’s Day parade.

96
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By Laura Evans
On Top of  the World resident 

Audrey Jones has heard the rumor that 
you don’t have to actually travel to see 
the world.

But while some people may 
sit on a couch and watch the Travel 
Channel, Audrey believes in seeing our 
world first hand.

 Welcome to Audrey’s world. The 
Siboney resident has visited 58 differ-
ent countries, and this year published 
a book, “A Journal of  Journeys,” to 
share her experiences.

Audrey strongly believes that the 
sights, sounds and knowledge gained 
from visiting different countries can 
lead to life-strengthening skills, such as 
problem solving and goal setting.

She says, what traveling demands 
from the traveler, is what makes the 
adventure all worthwhile. What you 
become in your travels is what makes 
your story unique.

Audrey shares her adventures in 
her book. She shows how traveling has 
effected her life.

For example, one day she was 
“standing on a dock staring up, with 
disbelief, at a rope ladder made with 
wooden slats about 18 inches wide, 
which I am told is the only way for me 
to board the freighter ship.

“This method for getting on the 
ship had not been mentioned to me. 
I quickly reviewed in my mind what I 
have accomplished to get this far, in-
cluding my six-way bypass heart sur-
gery just eight weeks ago. To quit is 
not an option.

“I grab tightly to the rope and 
put my foot up onto the first step and 
I take this ladder, just like life, a step at 
a time.”

Does Audrey have a favorite trip 
or experience from her 58 journeys? 
How about a best view? A best food? 
Friendliest people? Or best bargain?

Join Audrey on Wednesday, Sept. 
21 at 10 a.m. in the Blue Room, where 
she is going to answer those questions 
and sign her book.

She may also talk about future 
trips!

Meet someone who has visited 58 countries

Audrey
Jones

Audrey Jones will hold a 
book signing on Sept. 21
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Coffee and donuts are served 
from 7 to 10 a.m. every 
weekday morning in the  

East Activity Center  
main ballroom.

COFFEE CORNER
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By Neena Derf
Special to the Greyhound Club
Everyone knows that “Genies” 

are mystical beings who pop out of  
lanterns and grant three wishes.

Tim Derf  found a Magical Genie 
who granted so much more than three 
wishes to our family! Our beautiful 
greyhound, named Genie, was noth-
ing short of  a miracle! She changed 
our lives for the better. We love to tell 
her marvelous story. 

On the Saturday before Easter in 
1999, the Tampa Bay chapter of  Grey-
hound Pets of  America, stopped at a 
local arts and crafts fair to see graceful, 
elegant dogs. After a brief  stop, our 
group moved on - everyone except for 
Tim.   

There were several dogs in the 
tent that morning, but one stood out.

Genie!
As volunteers told the story of  

the 11 year old, who ran for five years 
and served as Brood Mom for another 
five years, Tim fell in love. He didn’t 
care that volunteers told him grey-
hounds normally live to be 12-14.  He 
only saw beautiful little Genie … who 
stood so proudly, with her bunny soft 

coat, shining eyes and winning smile. 
That’s all it took. A few days 

later, Genie was so comfortable in her 
new Teirra Verde home - our home! 
In fact, she claimed rights to our guest 
bedroom’s queen-size bed and just 
loved it, maybe because it sat so low to 
the ground, or that it was so comfy.

Of  course, there was one slight 
problem, afterall this was our “guest 
bedroom.”

Tim’s oldest son, Kim, came to 
visit, and we gave him Genie’s room. 
One afternoon, we went to the com-
munity swimming pool, and came 
home to find that Genie had moved 
every single piece of  Kim’s clothing, 

shaving kit, wallet - everything - into 
the middle of  the living room floor!  

There was Genie, lying happily 
on that big old bed. She was smiling 
proudly and obviously thinking, “My 
Bed!”

That bed was her bed from that 
point on, and proved to be her very 
special place until her very last day.

Three years after bringing Genie 
home, she proved to be a most impor-
tant family member, as she truly saved 
Tim’s life!

I took Genie to the vet for her 
annual shots one Sunday afternoon.  
That night at 3:30 a.m., Genie urgent-
ly came to wake me, jingling her tags 
and nudging me! Genie never did that 
before. I thought she must have been 
sick from the shots.

I quickly threw on clothes to 
take her outside. Instead, Genie led me 
directly to her bedroom at the other 
end of  our home.  There I found Tim, 
passed out on the floor. He was gray 
and cold. I called 911. He had an in-
ternal bleeding problem and hemor-
rhaged to the point that doctors told 
us he was 10 minutes from death.

Genie certainly granted a wish 

that night!
Every year since saving Tim’s 

life, we always threw a big birthday 
party in celebration of  Genie. We cel-
ebrated not only for her increasingly 
miraculous age, but because she truly 
saved a life!

Genie loved the festivities!  
Friends always wanted to attend be-
cause she was so much fun!

Fans from all over the state at-
tended Genie’s 20th birthday bash and 
she helped raise over $8,000 for other 
greyhounds in need of  good homes!

Genie gave hope to owners that 
their dogs might live as long, and as 
well.

You can see Genie’s entire sto-
ry at http://www.neenasgreytcollars.
com/the-story-of-genie.php 

The next meeting for the OTOW 
Greyhound Club is Thursday, Nov. 3 
at 10 a.m. in Veranda Room No. 2, sec-
ond floor in the East Activity Center.

Call Bill Sharpsteen at 727-797-
7977 today to help foster or babysit 
a greyhound for a day to a week, or 
adopt a greyhound, donate or volun-
teer with this group. You will be richly 
rewarded for your time spent.

Genie’s 19th birthday

A Genie who granted magical wishes
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By Chris Nason
Meet our line dance director 

Georgia Jensen.
She moved to On Top of  the 

World about 10 years ago. She start-
ed line dancing as soon as she arrived 
here.  

It wasn’t very long before line 
dancing needed someone to manage 
the music and Georgia stepped up to 
the plate, even though she had only re-
cently joined the group.

A few years later she became the 
volunteer leader and emcee for meet-
ings, and now, at least five years later, 
she continues to keep us organized 
and on the move.

You may also recall seeing Geor-
gia dance in recent Jesters perfor-
mances.

Georgia was not totally new to 
dancing when she arrived at OTOW. 
She danced in shows in high school as 
well as college. She then taught danc-
ing in the physical education depart-
ment of  the University of  Kansas.

When Georgia’s youngest son 
started school, she embarked on a suc-
cessful 30-year career in fashion model-
ing in the Milwaukee and Tampa areas.

She enjoys sailing and was an ac-
tive member, as well as captain, of  the 
women’s Windlasses Sailing Club of  
Dunedin.

Georgia is a long-time member 
of  the Clearwater Community Wom-
en’s’ Club and served as president of  
that group. For eight years she coor-
dinated the club’s fashion show, which 
was their biggest annual fundraiser.  

For 16 years, Georgia was a dedi-
cated volunteer in the Dunedin School 
System.  She assisted the same elemen-
tary teacher and class for the entire 

span of  16 years.
And, if  those activities didn’t 

keep her busy enough, she could 
be seen participating in the OTOW 
Women’s Nine-Hole Golf  League.

So, if  you would like to meet this 
savvy and accomplished lady, as well 

as others in the Line Dancers Club, 
please consider stopping by and try-
ing out a class or two. We meet each 
Tuesday at 1 p.m. and Saturday at 8:30 
a.m. Beginner instruction is available 
at each meeting.

At our last meeting in July, line 

dancers held an ice cream social. Our 
two raffle winners were Sheila Bolster 
and Lonnie Bentley - each coinciden-
tally winning two prizes apiece.

For further club information 
please contact Joan Farrell at 723-1978 
or Chris Nason at 797-6407.

Georgia Jensen takes care of  the music so the line dancers can take care of  their moves.

Line Dancing

Line dancing director got hooked 10 years ago 
and has been an active member ever since

By Bob Reis
Our club is currently enjoying presenta-

tions, which are followed by a question and 
answer period.

The discussions give you the opportunity 

to express your own views.
We also have “Open Discussion” meet-

ings. With this format you have the opportuni-
ty to suggest a topic of special interest to you.

Join us on any Tuesday. You don’t have 

to be a member of our club to attend. You’re 
welcome even if you just want to listen, 
Tuesdays 10-11:30 AM, East Activity Center 
Veranda. Any questions? Call Bob Reis at 798-
2443.

Philosophy Club
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The President’s Council on Physical Fitness 
and Sports states that to lose weight and keep it off, 
exercise has to become a regular part of  your every-
day life, no ifs, ands or “but I don’t have the time” 
about it.

Increasing or maintaining your lean body 
mass is a crucial component in the weight loss game 
plan.

While aerobic exercises, such as walking, jog-
ging and bicycling, are important for fat-burning, 
they don’t increase lean body mass. And as we age, 
that lean body mass tends to decrease.

The more muscle you have, the more calories 
you burn, whether you are exercising or sleeping.

On Wednesday and Friday mornings bring 
your hand weights to our strengthen and resistance 
training/weight lifting class while we work on im-
proving muscle tone. Weightlifting is unique in that 
it enhances lean body mass. 

Also join us in the East Activity Center lower gym 
room at 8 a.m. on Monday and Tuesday mornings. Our 
workouts include stretching, building balance and co-
ordination, improving flexibility and strengthening the 
body’s core. Bring a towel or mat because we do floor 

exercises to tone and tighten our abs.  
Join Ingrid Thursday mornings at 8 a.m. for 

her half  hour class.
As always, our classes are free and open to 

everyone.If  you have any questions, please contact 
Barb Sundberg at 847-946-4214 or Ingrid Durhan at 
727-796-9414.

We extend birthday wishes this month to Pat 
VanHise on  the 7th,  Barbara Hamel on the 11th,  
Renee Cecere on the 23rd, and Dolly Kemp on the 
28th. Hope you each enjoy your special day!

Maintaining your muscles will keep you trim and thin

From left to right are Carol Babini, Mina Osborne, Julie Narancich, Ruth Polur, Norma Bastidas and Margaret Forde.
(OTOW News photo by Barb Sundberg)
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Life is made of  choices --
Remove shoes or scrub floors.

Housework won’t kill you -
But why take a chance?

My house was clean last week –
Sorry you missed it.

I wasn’t going to do anything today.
So far I’m on schedule.

Age is important –
but only if  you’re cheese.

Women are like cell phones –
Like to be held and talked to.

Push my button and you’re certain to 
be disconnected.

Double Jeopardy – When one woman 
teaches another to drive.

I serve three meals –
frozen, microwave and take-out.

I called the Incontinence Line and was 
told, “Can you hold please?”

I get my summer glow from a bottle 
of  Zinfandel.

Life is like a hot bath. The longer you 
stay in it, the more wrinkles you get.

God may have created man before 
woman, but there’s always a rough 
draft before a masterpiece.

By Rosemarie Totaro
The average consumer will pay 

Progress Energy $23.78 a month in ad-
dition to their usage in the year 2014. 

At this time, we are all paying $5 
per month for a nuclear plant that will 
be built at a later date.

Our Crystal River Plant has been 
out of  service for two years. No date 
has been set for completion of  its re-
pairs, but we pay.

Another problem that must be 
resolved is the spent rods, which are 
hazardous waste. They must be dis-
posed of  safely. Transporting and find-

ing a disposal site in a willing state is a 
big problem. Following our meeting, 
the St. Petersburg Times addressed 
this matter in their Aug. 5 edition.

The speaker, along with many 
environmental groups, have found 

that the solution to our energy costs 
and consumption rests in our willing-
ness to conserve energy.

Simple things, such as using fans 
to augment cooling, consolidate driv-
ing to several errands at one time, 
checking insulation, etc.

You may request an energy audit 
of  your condo from Progress Energy. 
It’s the little things we do that add up 
to less energy demand.

The membership of  our club 
voted to send $100 to the Wisconsin 
Democratic Party to help their recall 
election. They were successful in re-

gaining two seats. Another win would 
have given them the majority in the 
state senate.

The Pinellas Democratic Party 
celebrated the President’s birthday at a 
fabulous party.  On another day, many 
attended a beach party which was for 
those who enjoy a less lavish event.

Our guest at the Thursday, Aug. 
25 meeting was Linda Norris, council-
woman for Oldsmar. She’s a dynamic 
politician and business woman.

Our next meeting is 2 p.m., Sept. 
27. You may call Hal at 727-238-4980 
for more information.

By E. W. Beck
September means fall, whether 

in song or season. There is a definite 
change in our community as high tem-
peratures ease and activities in our 
community once again ramp up to full 
vibrancy.

 Our next club meeting will be 
on Tuesday, Sep. 20, at 7 p.m., in the 
Veranda Room (auditorium level) in 
the East Activity Center.

Our guest keynote speaker will 
be Pinellas County Supervisor of  Elec-
tions Deborah Clark, who will discuss 
the operations and services her office 
provides to voters as well as recent 
2011 changes to Florida’s election law.

Deborah joined the elections of-

fice in 1978 and served as deputy ad-
ministrator from 1982 through June 
2000. Governor Jeb Bush appointed 
her as Supervisor of  Elections in June 
2000 to complete the unexpired term 
of  Dorothy Ruggles.

Deborah was subsequently elect-
ed to a full four-year term in Novem-
ber 2000 and re-elected in 2004 and 

2008. Her objective is to provide the 
most reliable, accurate and secure elec-
tions possible for Pinellas County. 

Deborah received her official 
designation as a Certified Election and 
Registration Administrator (CERA) 
from the Election Center in 2005. She 
is very active in the Florida State As-
sociation of  Supervisors of  Elections 
(FSASE) and has served on many of  
its committees.

Deborah is also a past and present 
member of  many civic and community 
organizations, including United Way, 
Morton Plant Foundation, Arbor Vitae 
Society and Women in Philanthropy.

She taught election administra-
tion classes for new municipal clerks 

through the Florida Institute of  Gov-
ernment, Florida State University.

Club members extend a warm 
welcome to members, guests and visi-
tors to attend our friendly informa-
tive monthly meetings. We also expect 
many interesting candidates and/or 
their representatives to be in atten-
dance. Coffee and cake will be served 
during our social period at the conclu-
sion of  our meeting.

Our club members wish to com-
memorate the 10th anniversary of  
9/11 (2001-2011). May we always re-
member our fallen citizens and heroes 
who were lost on that day.

For all club information, please 
call 796-5775.

Democratic Club

Republican Club

Club welcomes supervisor of elections

Club talks about saving energy

Marge’s Humor

Marge 
Mayer

Signs of a modern woman
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By John Kannaly, president
This year the Senior Health 

Expo is scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 
5, in the East Activity Center audito-
rium.

This affair will be chaired by Deb 
Bonomo and her team of  volunteers. 

There will be more than 50 gov-
ernment and non-profit agencies, ser-
vice providers and healthcare agencies 
in attendance. There are an enormous 
number of  agencies that provide free 
or inexpensive services, and help for 
seniors and numerous health care fa-
cilities that provide programs for se-

niors in the outside community. This 
expo is for the sole purpose of  pro-
viding information regarding these 
opportunities to the On Top of  the 
World residents. 

There will be no sales or servic-

es, merchandise or testing services at 
this expo.

This free expo is exclusively for 
OTOW residents. There will be no 
outside guests.

The organizations who are pre-
senting at the expo, and Good Neigh-
bors, will be donating gift cards every 
30 minutes to residents. They will be 
given away by a drawings scheduled by 
Deb Bonomo.

Don’t miss this opportunity to 
get valuable information and assis-
tance available to seniors in the outside 
community.

Oct. 13 is the Good Neighbors 
Extravaganza, a fun affair. See Doris 
Paino in the Gift Shoppe for further 
information.

Oct. 18 is the Good Neighbors 
Clothing Drive. Volunteers are need-
ed. See John and Ellen Fier for further 
information.

Don’t forget our Good Neigh-
bors “Get Acquainted” meetings on 
the second Thursday of  each month 
in the EAC with free coffee, donuts, 
entertainment and prizes. See you in 
October. Help your neighbor. Volun-
teer.

President John Kannaly

Good
Neighbors

Free government and healthcare information 
available at Senior Expo on Nov. 5 in EAC

The On Top of  the World Sewing Class will begin Wednesday, Oct. 5, and 
will meet for five weeks.

The registration fee for this class term is $45.
The class meets from 9 a.m. until noon. Registration will take place in 

Room A2 in the East Activity Center on the first day of  class. All levels of  sew-
ing will be taught and beginners are welcome.

Sewing machines and Sergers are available for use by class members. This 
class is sponsored by the Pinellas County Public Schools and is taught by Joan 
Bates.

Sewing classes start Oct. 5
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Hello neighbors!
Our August Dinner/Dance was 

a huge success. Great food by A & 
N Catering. Nice dance band. Good 
friends and family. A true recipe for a 
good time.

This month our shows will be 
starting up for the fall season.

On Sept. 22 we will be having 
“Johnny Alston & his Motown & Rock 
n Roll Revue.” Johnny performs at the 
Red Rose Inn several times a month 
to sold out houses. He’ll bring his su-
per high energy show with his backup 
group to entertain us with some well 
known oldies.

The following Saturday, Sept. 24, 
we will be having our “See You In Sep-
tember” dance with Sax 5th Ave. per-
forming. Always a good performance 
by this group. They know every song 
ever written, or almost. Guaranteed 
fun and dancing. Our monthly dance 
contest will be held. The winners are 
automatically entered in our annual 
dance contest at the Dec. 17 dance 
called “Jingle Bell Hop.”

Our Sunday-In-The-Park pro-
gram continues on Sunday, Sept. 25,  
with “Grand Tourisimo” performing 
- a dynamic duo that will please the 
most jaded music fan. Our usual 50-50 

drawings and refreshments will follow.
Don’t forget our Sept. 7 day 

with the Tampa Bay Rays. Game time 
is 1:10 p.m. Their event is called “The 
Senior Prom,” where they give groups 
like us discounted tickets, corsages and 
boutonnieres for all in attendance.

Immediately following the game, 
they open the gates to the field and ev-
eryone is invited onto the playing field 
to dance to the oldies. A fun time for 
all.

Last, but not least, we will start 
selling tickets to our Thanksgiving Day 
trip to the Hudson “Show Palace” for 
a terrific turkey buffet diner and a fab-
ulous theater show - all for only $52, 
which includes a bus ride from the 
East Activity Center to Hudson and 
back again.

So be there or be square.
And a big “Thank You” to all our 

loyal volunteers and the community at 
large for supporting us this year.

You are the reason we all work 
so hard.

Keep kool and stay happy.
We will be selling tickets in the 

East Activity Center every Monday 
and Thursday from 8:30-10:30 a.m.

Contact us at AC1392@aol.com, 
or call Brad Day at 727-953-8930 or 
cell/727-643-7138.

Brad Day
Entertainment Committee

Chairman

Board nominees will be discussed at Sept. 25 meeting

Attention OTOW residents
The 2011 OTOW Entertainment Committee 
is seeking nominations to serve on the 2012 
Executive Committee. As an OTOW resident, 
you are already a member of this club. If 
you want to serve on the committee, or know 
someone who wants to serve, contact a member 
of the nominating committee. They will explain 
all the requirements.

Nominations are for treasurer, assistant 
treasurer, secretary, assistant secretary and 2013 
chair elect.

Nominations will be presented 2 p.m., Sept. 
25, during the Sunday-In-The-Park general 
meeting. Elections will take place 2 p.m., Nov. 
13, at the annual meeting in the East Activity 
Center.

Nominations also can be made from the floor, 
however, nominees must meet qualifications for 
office and agree in writing to run at least 10 days 

CALL: Bernee Krause 799-0893, John Kannaly 669-3988 
or Maryann Mercer 797-3269

Attention On Top of  the World residents!
The 2011 OTOW Entertainment Committee is seeking nominations to 

serve on the 2012 Executive Committee.
As an OTOW resident, you are already a member of  this club. If  you want 

to serve on the 2012 committee or know someone who wants to serve, contact a 
member of  the nominating committee. They will explain all the requirements.

Nominations are for 2012 treasurer, assistant treasurer, secretary, assistant 
secretary and 2013 chair elect.

Nominations will be presented at 2 p.m. on Sept. 25 during the Sunday-In-
The-Park general meeting.

Elections will take place at 2 p.m. on Nov. 13 at the annual meeting in the 
East Activity Center.

Music, dancing and baseball this month
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By Joseph Spahalski
While playing tennis the other 

day, I was aware on how great the play 
was between players.

In one instance, the volley (the 
times the players hit the ball before it 
is called out) was over 20 hits. The hits 
included lobs, drop shots, slices, power 
forehands and defensive backhands.

It was great play by any stan-
dard. 

In fact, a resident was walk-
ing his dog while this was going on. 
He stopped and watched intently and 
when the rally was over he gave the 
players a standing ovation.

Well, maybe it was a walking 

ovation being that he was there with 
his pet.

There were eight players that 
morning using two courts. The com-
bined ages of  all eight was 588 years. 
This worked out to be an average age 
of  73.5.

The question arises: “Where are 
all the young players?”

Are they embarrassed that they 
can’t hold their own with the curmud-
geon gang?

This fearless gang will take on all 
newcomers. The challenge is there for 

all to see. So, if  you have played tennis 
in the past and want to get back at it, 
come on down to the courts as we play 
everyday but Sunday, from 8-10. Bring 
water and a racket, we supply the rest. 

In about 60 days, the Snowbirds 
will be coming back to roost. We are 
ready and waiting for youse guys.

In November our first meeting 
will take place. New officers will be 
elected at that time. To prepare for 
that event, we will need someone to 
volunteer and prepare a list of  names 
for consideration. If  you want to vol-
unteer, contact me as Val won’t be 
back until November.

By James O’Neil
On Tuesday, July 26, members of  the men’s 

golf  league volunteered to plant Dwarf  grass sprigs 
on the 18-hole course.

The group wanted to help the project crew 
complete the sprigging task on the last few greens of  
the course. Those tough little sprigs will ultimately 
result in smooth running greens that all residents will 
enjoy when the course re-opens for play.

All of  the greens have been planted and the 
project crew can now concentrate on putting the fin-
ishing touches on the tee areas and fairway issues on 
the course. Several tee boxes will be built and shaped 
to expand the tee areas, and tees will be realigned to 
face the fairway to the green.

Crews are also strategically building earth 
mounds that will add a degree of  difficulty to the 
way a particular hole is played.  

Several league members have commented that 
they are ready for the new-look golf  course. League 
member Jack Gow, who lives along the Berlin Wall 
overlooking the golf  course, feels that there are 
nothing but positives in the new look associated with 
the course.  He has been a resident of  On Top of  
the World for quite a while, and from what he has 

observed, when finished, the course could be one of  
the best executive courses in the area. 

Next month I hope to report that the course 
work has been completed and all that remains is the 
waiting period for the greens to fill-in and eventually 
firm-up.

In the meantime, league members continue to 
conduct tournament play at the Landings Executive 
Golf  Course each Wednesday throughout the sum-
mer.  There continues to be a lot of  enthusiasm as 
members are showing up for play and turning in 
good scores.  Members are reminded that tourna-
ment pairings are posted each week on the bulletin 
board opposite the OTOW pro-shop.

Did you hear? On Aug. 4 Lester Whynot re-
corded a hole-in-one on hole No. 6 on the nine-hole 
course. Lester used a three-wood to tame the 152-
yard hole. The shot was witnessed by Chris Shehorn. 
Way to go Lester!

Until next time, remember to: (1) Address the 
ball, (2) Keep your head down, (3) Always follow 
through, and (4) Practice-Practice-Practice!

M e n ’ s  G o l f

T E N N I S

The On Top of  the 
World mixed handicap bowl-
ing league will be holding 
sign-ups noon on Friday, 
Oct. 7.

Bowling will take place 
at 12:30 p.m.  

For more information, 
contact Ralph Wells at 797-
0336 or Jim McHugh at 953-
7139.

On Top of  the World residents Jack Gow 
and Phil Smerz help sprig the 18-hole 
golf  course. Sprigging is the process of  
planting grass seed on top of  dirt so the 
roots dig in.     (Photo by James O’Neil)

The annual fall luncheon for 
the morning water exercise class 
will be held at the Dunedin Golf  
Club on Friday, Oct. 29, from 11 
a.m. until 3 p.m. 

The all-inclusive price is $20.  
For further information contact 
Nancy Brady at 727-729-6086 or 
at the East Activity Center pool 
Monday to Friday from 9-10 a.m.

Mixed Handicap
Sign-ups

Wednesday 
Ladies Sign-ups

The On Top of  the World 
Wednesday ladies bowling 
league begins Wednesday, 
Oct. 5.

Experience is not neces-
sary.  For more information, 
contact Jackie Kail at 499-8613 
or Geri Corcoran at 799-9052.

Residents chip in with golf course work

Water exercise 
class luncheonBy Tony Caputo

Let’s play ball!
It’s that time of  year to get ready for a great season of  softball. We will 

be playing in Safety Harbor every Tuesday and Thursday morning from 8 - 9:30 
a.m.

Our first week or two we will be taking hitting and fielding practice so we 
can get in shape for the season, which will start Tuesday, Oct. 11 and end on 
April 12.

We will have a pre-season meeting at the West Activity Center Sunrise 
Room on Tuesday, Oct. 4 at 6 p.m.

We are always looking for new ballplayers, so if  you would like to play 
and have some fun, come to the meeting or call: Tony Caputo 726-9248 or Guy 
Bertuzzi 723-2307.

Loosen up - it’s almost softball season

Where are all the young tennis players? 
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Denny Balderson reached four finals last 
month in the On Top of  the World Men’s Billiards 
Club.

There were three 8-ball round-robin tourna-
ments and Denny won both of  them. The first vic-
tory was over Bob Eads and the second victory was 
over Tim Rush.

Denny added a win and a second in 8-ball ac-
tion. He faced Marc Schell in his first final and took 
the honors. Larry Wells edged Tony Baker for third 
place. Denny reached a second final, but this time 
had to settle for runner-up against Joe Doire. John 
Fier was third and Ed Way was fourth.

In the third round-robin tournament, Hugo 
Orantes emerged victorious while Mario Rodriguez 
was second and Joe Doire was third.

In other 8-ball tournaments, Hugo faced Frank 
English in one final and Hugo took the title. Joe 
Doire was third and Dick Mikszenas was fourth.

Joe Ventimiglia faced Mario Rodriguez in an-
other final and Joe was the champion. Joe Doire 
picked up his third third-place finish of  the month 
and Larry Wells was fourth.

There were three winners during three 9-ball 
round-robin tournaments last month.

Joe Doire captured the first event while Tim 
Rush was second. Ray Diguilio won the second 
event. Bob Eads was second. Bart Gooch won the 
third event while Tim Rush was second.

Overall Joe Doire finished the month with two 
victories and three third-place finishes. 

Que’t Billiards

On Top of  the World residents are invited 
to participate in 9-ball, round-robin pool tourna-
ments 1 p.m. on Tuesdays in the West Activity 

Center Billiards Room. You do not have to be a 
member of  either the men’s or women’s club to 
participate, but you must have an activity card. 

Tournaments are mixed and are a fun, learning ex-
perience under the guidance of  Andy Suhar. Just 
show up and play. 

Residents invited to participate in weekly round-robin tournaments

On July 20, the Que’t Ladies Bil-
liard Club held a doubles round-robin 
tournament.

Maureen Doire and Barbara 
Barnhart took first place, Barb Sund-
berg and Elizabeth Asselta took sec-
ond place, and Kay Mahoney and Jean 
Doane took third place.

Congratulations to all the ladies 
who played in this fun tournament.  

On Aug. 3 we held a singles 
round-robin tournament. Maureen 
Doire, Judy Garvey and Rashanee 
Turner each won six games against 
seven different opponents. A playoff  
was held the following week on Aug. 
10 with Rashanee taking first place, 
Judy taking second place and Maureen 
taking third place.

After tournament play, Tourna-
ment Coordinator Andy Suhar pro-
vided a workshop to help each of  us 

improve our game.  
On Aug. 17 we held another dou-

bles round-robin tournament. Becky 
Balderson and Terry Drake took the 
first place slot. Second place went to 
Elizabeth Asselta and Barb Sundberg.  
The playoff  game for third place will 
be held on Aug. 24.

We appreciate all the help  from 
Andy Suhar and Will Schafer during 
this fun tournament.

Next month the Que’t Ladies Bil-
liard Club will celebrate its second year 

anniversary. Congratulations ladies! As 
they say “You’ve come a long way baby!”

We will be seeking nominations 
to serve on the executive committee 
for 2012.  Let’s all get involved.  

If  you are interested in learn-
ing the game of  pool, improving your 
hand-and-eye coordination, bring your 
activity card and come join us at 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday evenings in the West 
Activity Center Billiard Room.

Free instructions and the neces-
sary equipment are available with the 

help of  Frank English, founder and 
instructor; Andy Suhar, program co-
ordinator; Will Schafer, program assis-
tant; Terry Wittman, instruction coor-
dinator and Ed Solivan, instructor.

Judy Garvey is president of  the 
Que’t Ladies Billiard Club, Ellen Gil-
bert, vice president, Barb Sundberg, 
secretary and Margo Lindsay, treasur-
er.  Members at Large are Mary Henry 
and Kay Mahoney. Helen Crombie and 
Reva Heymann are alternate Members 
at Large.

Pictured above are the top three teams from a round-robin doubles tournament in late July. From left to 
right are Kay Mahoney and Jean Doane (third place), Maureen Doire and Barbara Barnhart (first place), 
and Barb Sundberg and Elizabeth Asselta (second place).                         (Photos by Will Schafer)

Summer heated up with round-robin competitions

Denny Balderson reaches four finals - grabs three wins
M  P
E  O
N  O
‘S  L

Joe Doire, left, medaled five times last month 
and Denny Balderson picked up three wins.
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Have you been reading OTOW News?
Answers to this puzzle will appear in the July edition. Answers to the May puzzle are on page 24. 
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You can find the answers to the questions below by reviewing the previous month’s 
newspaper. The number in (  ) indicates the page number the answers appear.
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ACROSS
2. Staying Active reporter Julie Hipp shared a great des-

sert recipe with you in August. What tasty fruit was the focus 
of  her recipe? (14)

5. Bugsy Siegel was responsible for starting what Las 
Vegas hotel? (14)

8. An early sign of  too much exposure to heat and 
sun. (37)

9. What is the newspaper term for hearing about a good 
story idea? (13)

11. In July there was a 7-foot tall dog roaming Bright-
house Network Field in Clearwater. What was the name of  the 
dog? (10)

12. Every morning, Ottoman building writer Allen Win-
ston wakes up and says “TGFAC.” We know TGF is “Thank 
God for ...” but what does the C represent? (45)

15. Azores resident Veto Kuprevich once made _______ 
for the US Navy. (43)

16. A term which means growing grass by sprinkling 
seeds above the ground. (17)

17. What color is the East Activity Center’s new blue 
room? (You don’t get a clue for this question)

18. The Capistrano Building is looking for a new 

________ person, who will keep the bulletin board interesting 
each month. (64)

21. At 9 a.m. on Tuesdays, OTOW residents can be 
spotted playing what sport? (63)

23. According to Marge’s Humor, the early bird gets the 
worm, but the _______ mouse gets the cheese. (23)

24. Ed Sullivan’s first TV show was called “_____ of  
the Town.” (22)

25. When summer and fall ends, what job will OTOW’s 
25-person mowing crew do? (41)

26. Orizaba resident Nite Akers first met her late hus-
band Brooks in what school grade? (60)

DOWN
1. OTOW has 500 acres of  this. (30)
3. Mandalay resident Fred Drew has done this volunteer 

job for 40 years. What is it? (48)
4. What bird is also the name of  a billiard’s tournament. 

(37)
6. The Baby Boomers recently took a trip to Salt Springs 

State Park, where a majority of  their traveling was done by 
_______. (24)

7. Malaguena has two new residents, who are originally 
from New Foundland. Everyday, the site of  _____, moose and 
bears is very common. (45)

10. Back in August 1978, a cooking class was offered in 
the East Activity Center. What was the food specialty for the 
class? (48)

12. Before this summer, Rila Renaissance resident 
Charles Crone had visited all but five states in this country. He 
recently returned home from visiting one of  those five missing 
on his list. Which state? (44)

13. When we hear the song, “Hail To The Chief,” who 
do we expect to see? (24)

14. The August Pet of  the Month was Kelly, who has a 
lot of  toys. One toy is named ______. (39)

19. Austrian Alpine residents gave a hearty welcome 
back to one of  it’s “residents.” Who, or what, is this resident? 
(59)

20. OTOW resident Jan Bachus has been playing what 
sport for 80 years? (1)

22. Greyhound Club President Bill Sharpsteen entered a 
contest that timed how fast he could do what? (31)

24. OTOW lawn mower Tracy Minnifield says any lawn 
with a _____ on it is her favorite lawn. (41)



ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS September 2011 / Page 39

Do you know someone who wants to be the Pet of the Month?

TAMMI

If you do not have a computer, contest entries can be dropped off 
at the OTOW newspaper office during our business hours.

Each month OTOW News and Walgreens 
are going to feature a “Pet of the Month.” 
Any pets living at OTOW are 
eligible to enter the contest. 
One pet will be featured each month. 
To enter your pet in the contest you must have one 
perfectly clear, large color photo of your pet, along with 
background information on why you think your pet 
should be chosen as our monthly celebrity 
(maximum 200 words). Only one pet per household can 
win each year. The winner will receive (1) 8x10, (2) 5x7 
and (4) 4x6 photos from Walgreens on the corner of 
Belcher and Sunset Point roads. If you are the winner this month, just bring this newspaper and 
an original  pet photo to Walgreens to receive your prize. To enter, email your pet’s best photo 
and information to: bootss@tampabay.rr.com. Include your name, your pet’s name and the 
building you reside in. Good luck!

This is Ashley the 
Calico Cat.

She lives with Kathy 
Ahrens at On Top of  the 
World’s Austrian Alpine.

She is 23 years old and 
her vet says, “just keep do-
ing what you’re doing.”

Besides surviving 23 
years, Ashley survived six 
hours locked in a freezer.

Years ago, my daugh-
ter, Kristen, opened the 
freezer for ice cream and 
Ashley must have jumped 
in. We searched for her all 
evening and I finally went 

to bed at 10 p.m. think-
ing she must have slipped 
outside.

I woke up about mid-
night and searched one 
last time for her. I stood 

in the kitchen and said, 
“Ashley, where are you?” 
I heard a faint “meow” 
and opened the freezer. 

Out she ran!
She was fine.
Ashley is the best cat 

and friend a person can 
have. We love her very 
much. She is struggling 
with her health, but is still 
eating good and purring 
every day.

I hope Ashley is cho-
sen for Pet of  the Month. 
She deserves it.
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I have in some of  my past 
writings referred to the various 
birthdays that occur and are special 
in some way. It is in this vein that I 
mention a trip taken by one of  our 
residents recently.

Fi l ip and Dusita George 
boarded a flight to Romania to visit 
his mother and to help her celebrate 
her 100th birthday. Filip reports that 
although the flight was long it was 
very satisfying. 

The Georges attended a family-
sponsored birthday party and also 
managed to do some sightseeing 
along with their festivities. They 
visited nearly a dozen cathedrals 
(see photos) and viewed beautiful 
gardens tended by religious nuns and 
monks who work hard to maintain 
buildings and fields. 

When I mentioned to Filip 
that his mother looked like him, 
he corrected me and said that he 
looked like his mother. I stand 
corrected. Family and friends getting 
together to celebrate a special  
occasion = priceless. 

While on the subject of  special 
birthdays, I must mention that 
during our luncheon last month it 
was observed that resident Pearl 
Lowry celebrated her 90th. A 
special dessert was ordered and 
we all sang “Happy Birthday.” The 
singing may not have been the 
best, but having Pearl with us was  
definitely outstanding. 

A tribute goes to Flo Gracia for 
being the hostess at our luncheon. 
She picked a great place to meet, and 
all had a good time. This month our 
residents that celebrate a birthday 
include Benny Brandolino, Pam 
Corcoran and Elinor Van Dyke. 

100th birthday celebration in Romania was 
occasion for family unity and sightseeing

Orizaba

Howard 
Bergendahl

Barbara Chigos returned from 
her trip to Connecticut, where she 
visited with family. She really enjoyed 
the trip and the company of  loved 
ones. Her granddaughter met her at 
Tampa Airport thereby showing off  
how much she has matured and how 
capable a driver she is. 

Welcome to new owners Jim 
and Lynn Anzalone who purchased 
a unit in our building. They are 
presently Snowbirds, but after a 
while who knows? 

Someone recently told me that 
there are several ways to deal with 
your everyday sanity:

1. When in a restaurant ask the 
waiter/waitress for “diet water.”

2. Tell your children that due to 
the current economy – “We will have 
to let one of  you go.” 

Some new rules have been 
posted for the pool area. If  your 
grandchildren come to visit and 

Filip and his mother celebrate her 100th 
birthday in fine style in Romania.

(Above and below) These are just two of the nearly dozen cathedrals the 
George family observed and/or toured while visiting family in Romania.

Photos courtesy of the  
Filip George family.

use the pool they can stay until  
4 p.m. instead of  the previous 
time of  3 p.m. 

Some of  our Snowbirds 
will be returning soon. Welcome 
back; we missed you!
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Popular dog’s owner is retired Navy officer

Illinois trip featured rib fest

ID/Activity Card Renewal 
The I.D. Committee will operate during the following hours at the West Side Activity Center:

• Every Monday morning from 9–11:30 a.m., except holidays.
• Monday evenings from 6:30–8 p.m.: Oct. 3, Dec. 5 

Each person must present proof of residence to validate his/her own card. Proof may be a Florida driver’s license, a Florida I.D., electric or 
cable bill, bank statement or check, or a cancelled, stamped envelope which shows name and OTOW address. 

In an earlier article, Teresa Thomas’ 
sighting of  a dove’s nest and baby doves 
in one of  her planters was talked about 
and she told about seeing them finally 
flying away. 

Well, she has two hanging planters 
that are right outside the window of  
her Florida room. A second planter had 
been taken over for a nest (she doesn’t 
know if  these are the original parent 
birds or a new pair). They are right at 
eye level so someone can sit at his ease 
in her Florida room and watch them. 

It is so neat to be able to be so 
close to wild birds and not disturb 
them! (These articles must be written 
so far ahead of  time that, by the time 
you read this, the birds will be grown 
and long gone.) 

I want to tell everybody about a 
local celebrity who attracts fans like 
a “rock star”. It is Kelly, a beautiful 
golden retriever. She loves everybody 
and everybody in the building loves her. 
When residents walk out of  the building 

and she is outside, everybody stops to 
pet her and, judging by her wagging tail, 
she is delighted by the affection. 

Kelly is blind, but recognizes her 
friends by their voice or scent and 
comes to say “hello.” She is so obedient 
that she can be outside without a leash 
as long as somebody is with her. 

When I opened the August OTOW 
newspaper I was surprised to see that 
Kelly was featured in the “Pet of  the 
Month” section. I told you she was 
loved and socially prominent!

Talking about Kelly with her 
owner, Bob Backland, I discovered that 

he has an interesting background. 
He joined the Navy as a young 

man, served in the ranks, and eventually 
became a “mustang” (an enlisted man 
promoted to become an officer). 

Bob tells a story about his 
promotion, which came just as the flag 
football team he was coaching won 
their division and was due to go to the 
“all-Navy” competition. As a result, he 
wound up having to learn the “officer 
country” culture (for instance, being 
served rather than going through a 
chow line) at an unfamiliar base. 

He is justifiably proud of  his navy 
service and has a big anchor on the wall 
by his door to let everyone know it. 
He is a caring man and has suggested 
that we should set up a system to have 
somebody check on people who live 
alone in case of  need. 

Bob practices what he preaches 
and went out of  his way to befriend one 
of  our residents who lives alone  and 
was sick and depressed at the time. 

Several of  our building neighbors 
were traveling last month. 

Fran and Ron Magnussen traveled 
to Chicago to meet a few new great-
grandkids, now totaling nine. Fran 
also got to spend time with several 
family members, including her four 
siblings who are all in their 80’s, the  
oldest being 88. 

On their return flight, they ended 
up on a plane that had booked seats 
for a larger plane than they actually 
got. People were coming back out of  
the plane because their row didn’t even 
exist. It didn’t affect Fran and Ron 
because they were booked in a row that 
did exist, but it was something they had 
never experienced before. 

Fran mentioned that while they 
were up in Chicago, they got around 
seven inches of  rain one night, breaking 
an all-time record. Sadly, hordes 
of  people were left with flooded 
homes and ruined furniture, including  
a family member.

Joe and Farrell Malandro, along 
with their daughter from Clearwater, 
spent several days in the Atlanta 
area vis i t ing their  son/brother  
and his family.

From there, they headed north 
with a stop in Indianapolis, where they 
enjoyed visiting with Farrell’s sisters and 

families before attending Farrell’s family 
reunion. Their next stop was up in the 
Chicago land area to visit another son/
brother and his family. 

They attended a rib fest in 
Naperville, Ill., where they indulged 
in ribs and fresh-grown corn on the 
cob. On their return trip they stopped 
back in Indianapolis and then spent a 
week at their son’s in Atlanta, where 
they enjoyed time on his boat on some 
of  the local lakes in that area before 
heading home to OTOW.

Anniversary wishes go out to Jill 
and Harry Urquhart on September 10! 
Congratulations Jill and Harry! 

Happy Bir thday to Brenda 
Crittendon on the 24th. Enjoy your 
special day, Brenda!

Mandalay

Reva
Heymann
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Surprise awaited couple on return to Canada

Some who “escaped” our heat for the  
north found much hotter weather there

otow Clearwater web Site — www.otowclearwaterinfo.com

The photos accompanying this 
article were taken by Richard and Dale 
Stackhouse and are of  a tree that was 
blown over in a windstorm, falling 
within inches of  their home in Ottawa, 
Ontario. No damage was done and 
their neighbors starting cleaning up the 
mess before they returned home from  
an appointment. 

Last year they had a toilet knocked 
off  its base due to an earthquake 
tremor. They are hoping there are no 
more weather-related surprises!

It has been a long time since I have 
used a typewriter, manual or electric. It 
is a joy to use my computer to write a 
letter to a friend or write this column 
for our newspaper. When you aren’t 
sure if  you spelled a word correctly, 
spell checker to the rescue! If  a mistake 
is made in a sentence, the back space or 
delete key is a lifesaver. 

So, that being said,  a very 
big thank-you to our neighbor,  

During a windstorm, this tree fell in the yard 
of Richard and Dale Stackhouses’ home in 
Ottawa, missing their house by inches.

This view shows how close the fallen tree 
came to the Stackhouses’ home.  

Dolores Kopek. Dolores hand typed 
our new telephone listing for everyone 
in the building. Debbie Bonomo used 
her copy machine and made the 60 
copies for Dolores to distribute.

Also, thanks to Dolores and Gwen 
Nolan, who collected our building dues. 
Gwen posted the information in the 
core with expenses paid out and the 
dollar amount in the account. We have 
a comfortable balance in the account 
for any unseen expenses. Not everyone 
has paid their dues. But to those who 
have, thank you.

“Till We Meet Again”

Roman Byzantine

Marguerite  
Laskowski

The hot news for September is 
that all who departed for Northern 
climes to escape a Florida summer really 
fell victim to the almost unbearable 
temperatures that have been rather 
persistent up North — much hotter 
than a Florida summer. 

But September is here and things 
will be cooling off, maybe already 
have, and the autumn weather is not  
too far off. 

The women of  Gables had another 
very nice monthly luncheon at Julian’s 
Italian Restaurant in Dunedin. I had 
Gnocchi, which I hadn’t had for many 
years — the last time when the live-
in maid in Rome made it homemade, 
starting out with the pasta mixed on our 
Carrara marble kitchen table!

Travel and living in foreign 
countries was a great experience for a 
Navy wife. We had fun when some of  the 
ladies tried pronouncing “gnocchi.”

Since I missed an article for 
August, I will say that the ladies 
luncheon held on the Fourth of  July 
was celebrated at Chop Sticks a newer 
Chinese Buffet in the Countryside area. 
It was our nation’s birthday celebrated  
by eating Chinese… 

A great big “thank you” to our 
building maintenance man for all his 
work in the summer heat. A man of  

The Gables

Margaret  
Copland

many talents, he put down mulch on 
both sides of  our building to neaten 
and beautify the grounds. 

He also repaired the park benches 
in our first floor lobby so that they would 
not be removed by the maintenance 
department, and single-handedly 
removed all the artificial plants and 
hanging baskets which had been tagged 
for removal by maintenance.

We are happy to have Joan Ersalesi 
and her daughter back after a seven-
week trip to New Jersey, Cape Cod, 
and other locations, including a week 
at Wildwood, N.J., with family. We are 
still enjoying the details. 

Pat Mullin’s daughter and family 
were here for an enjoyable visit including 
some of  our very nice beaches and 
other attractions.

Ed and Vicky Loatman came with 
their daughter for a few days to enjoy 
our Florida sunshine. Unfortunately we 

were in a rainy spell, but they at times 
managed to dodge the rain drops.

Margaret Copland hosted a 
business meeting of  her Daughters 
of  Scotia Lodge at her apartment 
in July. There were 18 members in 
attendance. Scrumptious ice cream 
sundaes were served “make your own 
style” afterward. Must say that the 
living-dining space was full, but a good 
time was had by all. 

Margaret also recently sang at St. 
Alfred’s Episcopal Church accompanied 
by two recorders and organ to a 
beautiful Bach piece, Sheep May Safely 
Graze. In summer, when the choir is 
having its “sabbatical,” individuals sign 
up to supply the music for the offertory 
and Communion music. 

Ann Corallo submitted these two 
proverbs which are very appropriate 
for us all: 

• Fear Less, Hope More, Eat 
Less, Chew More, Whine Less, Breathe 
More, Talk Less, Say More, Love More, 
and all good things will be yours.  
— Swedish Proverb 

• Live the life you’ve imagined.  
— Thoreau 

Thank you, Ann, for supplying a 
fine ending to this article. 

Need An 
Extra 

Newspaper?
OTOW News 

is now available
in the East and West

Activity Center lobbies
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birthday bash held lakeside 

Seniors can take pride in what they have accomplished

OTOW After-Hours Emergency Number:
799-1115

(Water intrusion, elevator entrapment, building alarm  
malfunctions, electrical problems, etc.)

My birth certificate tells me I’m a 
senior citizen. My brain tells me I’m way 
too immature to be a senior anything. 
My mirror is just a big fat liar. 

Senior citizens are constantly 
being criticized for every conceivable 
deficiency of  the modern world,  
real or imaginary.

We take full responsibility for 
Gumby, Elvis, Silly Putty, McDonald’s, 
Legos, 3D movies, Disneyworld, Hula 
Hoops, Mr. Potato Head, Frisbees, 
Scrabble, Lava Lamps, Baby Boomers, 
Women’s Lib, mini-skirts, Laugh-In, 
Troll Dolls, Tupperware, Captain 
Kirk, Jell-O, Smiley Faces, Yo-Yos 
and the Mickey Mouse Club (and all  
its “graduates”). 

Also Barbie Dolls, Star Wars, Play-
Doh, Bean Bag Chairs, Disco Music, 
TV Dinners, Charlie’s Angels, Yahtzee, 
Tang, hot pants, waterbeds, crayons, the 
automobile, computers, and the Theory 
of  Relativity (that’s just for openers). 

Ottoman

Allen Winston

However, it was not the senior 
citizen who took the melody out of  
music, the pride out of  appearance, the 
courtesy out of  driving, the romance 
out of  love, the commitment out of  
marriage, the responsibility out of  
parenthood, the togetherness out of  
family, the learning out of  education, 
the service out of  patriotism, the 
nativity scene out of  cities nor the 
civility out of  behavior.

Nor the refinement out of  language, 
the dedication out of  employment, 
the prudence out of  spending, the 
ambition out of  achievement, the 
God out of  government and school, 
and we certainly are not the ones who 

eliminated patience and tolerance from 
personal relationships and interactions 
with others. 

I sincerely believe we’ve enjoyed 
every stage and age of  our lives (no 
matter how imperfect some of  those 
days might have been) far more than 
today’s generations are enjoying 
theirs. For them, instant gratification  
takes too long. 

We savor every tick of  the clock. 
I don’t think today’s generations take 
enough time to truly savor anything. 
They are too busy racing to the next 
magical moment in their lives, and 
once there, take a deep breath and race 
even faster to their next incredible life 
experience. No time for them to “stop 
and smell the roses.” 

For me, September has always 
been a time of  renewal. Summer ends 
(death to heat and humidity), football 
is reborn, and the World Series looms 
on the horizon. 

We celebrate the 9/11 anniversary, 
Labor Day (every mother’s favorite 
holiday, Grandparents Day (which we 
couldn’t have without Labor Day), 
and National Crème-filled Donut 
Day, just to touch on some of   
the month’s highlights. 

Finally, some puzzles for all to 
consider throughout the month. A: who 
tastes dog food when it has a “new and 
improved flavor?” and B: I’m always 
amazed to hear of  air crash victims 
so badly mutilated that they have to 
be identified by their dental records. 
What I can’t understand is, if  they don’t 
know who you are, how do they know  
who your dentist is?

Remember, some days you’re the 
dog; some days you’re the hydrant. 
Regardless, there are only two ways 
to live your life. One is as though 
nothing is a miracle. The other is as if   
everything is. 

Happy September, everyone. 

From July 3–26, Margo Robson 
was on vacation in the Syracuse, 
N.Y., area visiting her daughter  
and her husband.

While there, she attended a 
birthday party for her close friend, 
Murph Gaulin. The big occasion was 
to celebrate Murph’s 90th birthday. 
The festivity was held at Tully Lake 
(near Syracuse), where her seven 
children, 14 grandchildren, spouses 
and other members of  the family, and 
close friends from all over the United  
States gathered.

The birthday girl still manages 18 
holes of  golf, five days a week. In fact, 
she even golfed in a member guest 
tournament when Syracuse broke the 
heat record of  101 degrees. Margo 
thinks it’s the Irish in Murph!

Margot not only saw all of  
her friends in Manlius, N.Y., (where 
she worked in the records office at 
Fayetteville-Manlius High School for 28 
years), she also drove to Buffalo, N.Y., 
and saw her dear friend, Janice Alt, with 
whom she graduated in 1951. 

They were able to share many 
fond memories, including when Janice’s 
husband, Jack Alt, was captain of  
the football team in their senior year. 
One of  the most cherished memories 
they discussed was the first night-
time football game in Buffalo, when 
Kensington High School played Bennett 
High School with an attendance of  over 
51,000 spectators. 

Margo still has the write-up on the 
event. (By the way, Kensington High 
School won the game and the Harvard 
Cup that night).

Margo also drove to Turning 
Stone in Sherrill, N.Y., to meet with 
friends from Albany who she grew 
up with in 1944. She did all of  this 

driving in the record-breaking heat, 
and had a wonderful time visiting 
with her family and loved being with  
her granddaughter. 

Margo decided she’d had enough 
and returned to OTOW to “beat the 
heat.” Next month, read about how 
Margo met Arnold George Dorsey.

By the way, yours truly will be 
appearing in the musical, “42nd Street” 
at the Francis Wilson Playhouse in 
Clearwater Sept. 15 through Oct. 2. For 
more information, call the box office at 
727-446-1360, Tuesday through Friday, 
10:30 a.m. until 5 p.m. Phone messages 
may be left 24/7. 

Support live theatre, it’s good for 
your Karma! Have a great month. Stay 
healthy and happy.

Murph Gaulin and her birthday banner at 
her 90th birthday party near Syracuse, N.Y.
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S.C. family reunion draws a large turnout

Welcome to September! It’s 
not too early for our building 
decorators — and you know who 
you are — to start planning the 
Christmas decorations for the front 
of  our building! 

This year, OTOW is planning 
a contest for the most attractive 
outdoor decorations. Elsewhere 
in this issue of  OTOW News, 
you’ll find an article with all the 
necessary details to help you get  
ready to win.

Welcome home to Evelyn 
and Mort Lewis after spending 
two weeks in New York. They say 
the weather there was hot, but it 
didn’t interfere with the pleasure 
of  visiting with family and friends 
who came to see them where  
they were staying. 

In other news, Leonard Gotler 
shared a birthday party with his 
6-year-old grandson. Hosted by our 
grandson’s parents (our daughter 
and son-in-law), the big evening was 
at a private suite at the Bright House 
Networks Baseball Field. 

Our grandson had the honor 
of  throwing out the first ball of  the 
night for the Threshers. Then the 
party of  about 40 people enjoyed 
hamburgers and hot dogs, plus  
all the fixin’s. 

A beautiful fireworks display 
topped off  the perfect evening. 

The Gotlers enjoyed having 
all their children and grandchildren 
together, and the Threshers helped 
by winning the game!

Birthday event 
is ‘home run’ 
for partygoers

The OTOW Press  Club is 
sponsor ing a  bui ld ing hol iday 
decoration contest this year. We can 
choose to enter or not by November. 
Buildings participating will be judged 
in December, and the winner will be 
announced in early January. 

The winning building will have an 
Escot bus which seats 50 come directly 
to that building and take the residents 
to the Hard Rock Casino where they 
will receive many freebees. 

On Thursday, Aug. 15, at noon, we 
had the building luncheon at Umberto’s 
of  Long Island on Patricia Ave. in 
Dunedin. Details will be in my next 
column. Our July luncheon at Perkins 
on Curlew was attended by 15 Chetniks. 
We were all amazed at the yummy 

Chetnik

Theresa  
Kawalec

dessert ordered by Sue Little and Bruce 
Ennis. It was called the Choc-O-Late 
Clipper Sundae.

In July, Peter and Carlene Savoie 
went to Hilton Head, S.C., for the Savoie 
family reunion. About 25 attended. 
Beach, shopping, dinner at the Salty 
Dog Restaurant and family barbeques 
were enjoyed by all. Peter’s brother and 

his wife from Crozet, Va., and his sister, 
a Holy Cross Missionary nun stationed 
in Peru, also attended. Another sister 
and husband and daughter from 
Arizona, another sister and husband 
from New Jersey, along with nieces and 
their husbands and children from New 
Jersey and Maryland, were there. 

Carlene’s daughters, one from 
Florida and one from Boston and 
their boyfriends, also attended. Large 
families are wonderful as are reunions 
when they can get to enjoy each other’s 
company again.

A friend and I thoroughly enjoyed 
a performance of  “My Fair Lady” 
at the Tarpon Springs Performing  
Arts Center.

Happy Labor Day, you all! 

Trip to Las Vegas only the first stop for couple

Sorry I missed last month’s column. 
I’m sure some of  our residents have 
done things interesting to the rest of  
us, so give me a call or write me a note 
so we can get it in the newspaper.

John and Maggie Lyons have been 
quite busy. They spent a week at the 
Stratosphere Hotel in Las Vegas, where 
he won enough in the casino to pay 
for their trip. The food was good, the 
entertainment was good and even the 
weather cooperated. 

Later,  Mag gie went off  to 
Scotland to have some enjoyable 
time visiting family and friends there. 
While she was gone overseas, John 
went to Maine to visit his children and  
grandchildren there.

 Gerry Lamothe spent 10 days 
in Nashua, N.H., visiting friends and 
family there (photo above). The family 

included 14 nieces and nephews. He 
stayed at the Marriott that had an 
inside pool where he could cool off  
after each hectic day of  traveling. He 
visited Mt. Washington, the House of  
Seven Gables and Fort Walton, among 
other places. 

He enjoyed lobster at the beach. 
It seemed this trip did Gerry a lot of  
good as he was really smiling as he told 
me of  his adventures.

Gerry gave me the information 

Gerry Lamothe, shown here with family members, recently spent time in New Hampshire 
visiting friends and family and seeing the sights.

when we saw each other at the ID 
card update center where I volunteer. 
Many who live up North part of  the 
year seem to be confused about what 
they need if  their driver’s license does 
not have their Florida address. Any bill 
you receive for your OTOW condo will 
have the address of  the condo and can 
be used, as well as any mail you receive 
at that address. 

E n j o y  o u r  b e a u t i f u l  
Florida weather! 
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Attention Dog Walkers
When picking up after your dog, do not throw 

plastic bags down the storm drains. This is 
against the law. Be sure to always clean up  

while walking your dog.

Reporter is grateful to be living the good life at OTOW

Summer vacations up North 
refresh several residents

The dog days of  summer are 
behind us, thank goodness, and we’ll 
soon be complaining that it is too cold! 
With all the rain we had in August, those 
of  us who live on the ground floor were 
busy tidying up our flower beds and 
patios. They do look nice. And a big 
thank you to our maintenance people 
who keep our building and grounds 
looking great. 

Several of  our building residents 
spent the summer up North where 
the weather was a little bit cooler  
(in some areas). 

Charleen Donato spent the 
summer in a cute cabin in the mountains 
in Connecticut with her grandchildren. 
They kept her busy hiking, swimming, 
playing games, and taking turns  
making cookies. 

Floyd Thrower spent his summer 
visiting family and friends in Nashville, 
Chicago, South Haven, Mich., and 
Grand Rapids, helping family organize 
for a yard sale, playing golf, and attending 
parties. He will be leaving for Grand 
Rapids, Mich., and Branson, Mo. later 
this fall. This man is nearly 90 years old 
and never slows down. 

Eddie Lynch spends his time 
between his home in Sloatsburg, 
N.Y.,  and his newly remodeled 
apartment here. Golfing is one of  

Char Flach

Fujiwara
his passions along with enjoying the 
beach, and exploring our southern  
coastline by car. 

This might seem early to mention, 
but this newspaper will be announcing 
soon that it will be judging buildings 
who decorate with lighting at Christmas 
time for creativity, similar to what we 
used to do in the past. Judging will be 
done a week or so before Christmas.

There will be some rules to be 
announced in a forthcoming issue to 
help us decorate in a safe manner. 

The winning building will be taken 
by Escot Bus lines to the Hard Rock 
Casino in Tampa for a day of  fun, along 
with a $5 lunch voucher and money 
to gamble with. I think the Fujiwara 
Building will be up for the challenge!

If  you have any tidbit of  news 
from your little teepee, please let me 
know. We all like hearing what our 
friends are up to and I like being able 
to write about interesting things that are 
happening to us. 

Until next time… 

The beauty of  OTOW in Clearwater,  
Fla., where generations gather.

Coming from Pennsylvania and 
having become a fulltime resident over 
a year ago, I still cannot stop looking 
in awe at the palm trees, the enjoyment 
of  swimming in the pool with palms 
in the backdrop, the striking building 
fronts of  various countries, and the 
beautiful blue skies with jet planes high 
up carrying people to and from Tampa 
International Airport. 

The sunsets are some of  the 
most beautiful I have ever seen 
anywhere. The view and gulf  breeze 
from my third-floor end unit is still 
amazing to me. We have it all here in 
OTOW and Florida, and each day is  
a treasured gift!

Natalie French is a new great-
grandmother in our building who shared 
part of  July with four generations of  
her family being together to make many 
wonderful memories. Natalie (center 
in photo at right) is shown with her 
daughter (left), granddaughter (right) 
and her new great-granddaughter, who 
is just 3 months old. Also visiting was 
her granddaughter’s 12-year-old son. 
They are all from New York. 

Nagoya

Cheryl
Reese

They enjoyed our pool and 
many beautiful beaches, among other 
things. What a beautiful female family 
picture and an awesomely beautiful  
angelic child!

I have found my friendships here 
at OTOW to be very interesting with 
a variety of  people and accents from 
other countries of  the world spoken. 
It was a great retirement location  
choice for me. 

Since my move, five friends have 
moved here as well. And, each is 
very happy with their choice. We are  
all very blessed!

Tip for the Day: Did you know 
that you can put a wet sponge in 
flowerpots before you fill them with 
soil? When you forget to water them 
or leave town for a day or two, the 
extra moisture will protect the plants  
from drying out. 

Several generations of the family of Natalie French (center) spent part of July visiting her.
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THE WAY WE WERE
A look back at the OTOW News 

(Part 29 — September, 1973)
By Dolores Burm and Elaine Gotler

•  OTOW owners enjoyed a “Hard Times” Dance (depicting the 
depression times) on Sept. 8. For only $2.50, you could dance until 
midnight.  The “breadline” included hot dogs, pickles, relish and  
all the trimmings.

•  On Sept. 22, a Fall Dance was held.  Cost was only $2.50.
• Travel news: Enjoy Thanksgiving in Costa Rica for only $375.
•  Sign up now for a 14-day “Happy Holiday” cruise for $710. Includes 

10 ports of  call in the Caribbean.  This trip began Dec. 22.
•  September classes were in full swing.  Some of  the choices were 

Acting for Adults, Advanced Sewing, Bridge for Beginners, Spanish 
and Ballroom Dance  lessons. Round Dance classes for beginners and 
intermediates started Sept. 20.

•  The Singles Club enjoyed seeing “A Shot In The Dark” at the Showboat 
Dinner Theater.  Cost was $6.20 for lunch and the show.  

•  Mark Twain readings were presented by a local theater group Sept. 28.
•  22 buildings reported news.

We’ll be back in October, 1973…

School exchange programs 
offer world-wide adventures

Many of  us have recently returned 
from travels, some visiting family and 
friends, and some to new vistas and 
newly-met friends-to-be.

Shirley Swift had a fine time 
visiting on Cape Cod and other New 
England towns. She maintains close ties 
with family there as well as with her late 
husband’s in-laws when out-of-towners 
feel that visiting Florida is in order.

Next-door neighbor Sherrie Ladell, 
who is Shirley’s daughter, is very excited 
about her soon-to-arrive visitors from 
Vermont. Sherrie’s daughter is not only 
the mother of  two college-age children, 
but has a 15-year-old daughter, who is 
a student at a private high school that 
is very involved with activities such 
as interstate bicycle week-ends and 
exchange programs. 

She just returned from a summer 
spent in various areas of  Australia, and 
she loved every minute of  it. Imagine 
rappelling from cliffs, surfing, scuba 
diving the Great Barrier Reef, camping 
and exploring with others of  different 
backgrounds, eating “strange” food, 
and studying other cultures.

Many school systems are now 
encouraging exchange programs with 
many emphases, so students of  varying 
goals can hope to involve themselves. 

If  there’s an energetic, curious 
teenager in your family, you may 
find yourself  hearing much about a 
grandchild’s or niece’s or nephew’s 
adventure. It is a project that does 
include the whole family. You may 
find yourself  entertaining “exchange 
relatives” and enjoying them vastly.

Elizabeth Elliott is very pleased 
with the results of  her recent knee 
surgery. She spent a week in rehab, 
visited a daughter for one week, and 
a daughter visited her for one week;  

by then, her doctor said she could 
return to her extensive position as a 
volunteer at Helen Ellis Hospital. Like 
many others, she says she wishes she 
had done it sooner. Fortunately, medical 
science has made some great strides in 
helping our mobility and vitality.

Several readers were delighted to 
have the article and picture of  long-time 
residents Elia and Leo celebrating their 
70th wedding anniversary. Thanks to 
Lois Wanderer for passing the paper on 
to me, and thanks to Doug Kates and 
Dave Hart, who so promptly contacted 
the Tewsbury Town Crier newspaper to 
obtain permission to print the story 
here in OTOW, where Elia and Leo can 
read it on their computer.

Betty and Lyle Johnson, who travel 
every summer, have returned from 
a Midwestern trip with the highlight 
being the “complete package” on the 
Niagara Falls tour. That was one of  the 
two grand events. Betty got to visit her 
brother — another special time.

Monthly “last Tuesday” lunches 
still meet. Watch the bulletin board; 
join us, please.

The Press Association will publish 
information regarding a Holiday 
Decoration Project, so residents can 
begin to consider what role our building 
may choose to play. Please keep it in 
mind and read the September article in 
this newspaper. Thanks. 

Jane  
Haynes

Loch Lomond
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WONDERFUL BELLS
(FOR SHUT-INS)

By Alma W. Hudson
I’m just a little love bell

Who has come to say
Sure hope you can use me
In a most convenient way.

Set me on your nightstand
And you might soon see
The tinkle of my clapper
Will call attention to thee.

You may not need me often
But I’ll be there when you do
And each time you ring me
Think of my love for you.

(buy a little bell and  
take it to a shut-in)

AN ANNIVERSARY 
GREETING (TO ALL)

By Alma W. Hudson
Many years have slipped away
Since the day you said “I do”

But the memories of it all
You will cherish all life through.

A good marriage brings the best to life
There’s nothing quite so sweet

All life’s joys seem richer
And the circle is complete.

It’s the fun, the laughter
It’s the joys, the fears
It’s the ups, the downs

It’s the work and the tears.

It’s all the things
That are a part of life

But who could appreciate
The growth without strife?

You have weathered it all
With such beauty and grace

And any situation
You have always faced.

We wish you many more
As you go along life’s way

And pray God will bless you
Each and every day

“Happy anniversary”

QUALITY TIME
Madeline Wanda

I’ve seen many birthdays
Each day there’s something new,
Filled with many changes
Life is like a bowl of stew.
I’ve seen peace, I’ve seen wars
Sunshine, snow and showers.
But my pleasure: sharing time with you 
Counting, the seconds, the minutes, the hours 
Is like sunshine after Florida showers.
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The OTOW newspaper can be read online at  
www.otowclearwaterinfo.com (click community information)

Here are the new hours for 
activity centers & recreation

Monthly luncheon begins
Hello to everyone at OTOW.  

I hope all are enjoying their summer.
There have been a few things 

going on in our building. We now have 
the lunch bunch get-together. Everyone 
in the building is invited to attend.

The luncheon will be the second 
Monday of  every month. There will be 
a different host each month. The host 
will be the one who picks the place to 
dine. Just look on the bulletin board 
for details.

The building dinners that are held 
each month are still happening. So 
continue to look at the bulletin board.

Leslie and Bob Waring drove 
almost 3,000 miles this past month. 
They visited friends in Myrtle Beach 
and enjoyed the ocean, food and 
theater. Next stop was Richboro, Pa., 
for a week, and then on to Dingmans 
Ferry, Pa. (where they lived for 25 years) 
to see friends there.

Yvonne and Jim Courtney had 
visitors from Hawaii – their daughter-

in-law and grandchildren. Their son was 
overseas teaching. This was the first time 
they had seen all eight grandchildren in 
a period of  one month.

Attention: There is going to 
be a Christmas decoration contest 
for the buildings here at OTOW. All 
information will be at a later date.

Remember, if  you have anything 
you would like to put in the paper, 
please put it in the mailbox under the 
bulletin board. 

Getting ready for the ‘season’
Welcome back to the Snowbirds 

that have returned and joined us once 
again. We missed you all and are happy 
to see you back.

I too, have been on a break these 
last couple of  months of  summer. I 
have been swimming at the pool almost 
every day, catching up on my reading, 
and making lots of  new friends. I have 
tried bingo (to no avail), but I will return 
to try my luck again. 

I am ready to report again, so let 
me know who would like to be part 
of  our building news in the coming 
months. I am looking forward to our 
book club and our building luncheons 
once again. 

At top are some photos of  the 
lovely job our building gardener has 
done this summer for some of  the 
tenants on the first floor. She takes 
this upon herself, and on her own  
to do this work. 

Our gardener cares how the front 
of  the building is seen, she weeds and 
plants and keeps it looking beautiful. 
She could however, use some extra 
hands now and then. If  any of  you have 
an interest in helping with this chore, 
please don’t hesitate to let me know, 

or leave a notice on the downstairs  
bulletin board.

Oh and by the way, there is some 
scuttlebutt going around about a holiday 
lights contest that will be judged by 
reporters for the OTOW News. When 
I get more information on this I will 
fill you all in, so think about some new 
ideas to make our building the winner. 
I realize it’s early, but we all know how 
soon the holidays creep up on us.

I truly am looking forward to the 
fall this year. Loved the summer, but I 
will love the cooler weather and all the 
things to do in the fall. 

This reporter is signing off. Talk 
to you soon.

Some of the plants around the French Renaissance I building. See story below.
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‘Rocky’ was perpetual guest 
at this local campground 

this new resident couple 
hails from the auto industry

let’s help to keep area clean

All I can say is those park rangers 
at Fort DeSoto know their job! I 
had my first experience camping at  
Fort DeSoto in a tent. 

The site was beautiful, right on 
the water, and I did have an unwanted 
visitor day and night. We named him 
Rocky Raccoon (bottom right photo), 
and he made himself  at home at our site 
(or where we were staying at his site), 
which was making him angry. Anyway, 
we set up and had friends come visit 
for a barbecue, and he stayed with us 
all day and night. 

Up North where I lived, if  you 
saw a raccoon out during the day, it 
was usually rabid. Here the park ranger 
says the campers feed the raccoons 
and they stay out all day. Anyway, the 
weekend was great, and Fort DeSoto 
was beautiful.

We would like to welcome soon-
to-be new neighbors at Austrian 
Alpine, Kathleen and Joe Santosuosso. 
They are from Virginia, originally 
from Michigan and Boston, and they 
are looking forward to retiring soon  
and living here.

Grace Hodek had a wonderful 
two-week visit with her granddaughter 
(top right photo), who celebrated her 
14th birthday at Shephard’s beach 
resort restaurant with Graces’s son, 
daughter-in-law and family. They 
enjoyed swimming and music, plus the 
all-you-can-eat buffet. Graces’s nephew 
and his fiancee also visited for cake and 
coffee afterwards.

Grace will visit her Snowbird 
friends in Rhode Island for a few days. 

Kathy  
Ahrens

Austrian Alpine

Grace Hodek and her granddaughter.

Campsite visitor “Rocky Raccoon.”

They will be staying at a beach house.
We are looking forward to the 

return of  our Snowbirds and all of   
our OTOW activities!

Happy end of  summer! 

 September is here, the kids 
are back in school, and the pool is 
ours. Who says it is not a great life!  
Happy Labor Day!

 The holiday season is swiftly 
approaching. Please be sure to read 
the notice on the bulletin board titled 
“Holiday Lighting Safety Notice.” Start 
thinking to what extent we plan on 
decorating our building. Remember, our 
lights and some decorations were given 
to Goodwill and the Salvation Army the 
last two years. Bring your thoughts to 
our October potluck dinner meeting.

 As you know, we have not had a 
maintenance person for weeks (except 
for our daily trash pickup). This is our 
home, and we need to keep it clean. If  
you see a piece of  paper/tissue on the 
floor, pick it up. Or some liquid spilled 
on the floor, wipe it up. I would like 
to thank the little “elf ” who sweeps 
the core floor (second floor) when the 
wind blows the dead leaves in from the 
trees on the outside of  our building. 

Valencia

Fritz  
Kocka

Again, these concerns will be discussed at 
our October potluck dinner meeting.

 The ladies luncheon was held at 
Lenny’s on U.S. 19, and the men went 
to Johnny’s on SR 590. The oil/garlic 
dipping sauce at Johnny’s is great.

 Our August 18 co-ed dinner 
will be at Farmer Boys at 4 p.m.

 Be sure to welcome our new 
neighbor, Beverly Muhlich. She is not 
a stranger to the state of  Florida.

 Mama sez :  Happiness is 
having a large, caring, close knit family  
in another city.

Michigan’s loss truly has 
been Casa Verde’s gain. Our new 
neighbors, Ruth and Larry Kahn, 
come to us from the “Great Lakes 
State.” 

Larry retired from Ford where 
he worked at the Woodhaven Plant. As 
to be expected the Kahns have found 
the Casa Verde residents to be warm  
and welcoming.

Clearwater is everything the 
Kahns were looking for in their 
retirement, and more. And, of  
course, they were accompanied in 
the move by their dog, Lola. Lola, 
while quite large, is very friendly but 
shy. Lola has helped Ruth and Larry 
meet a lot of  new people on their 
daily walks. 

Ruth and Larry left two of  their 
grandchildren in Michigan, but have 
one grandchild here in Florida and  
three in Virginia. 

For seven wonderful days, 
Linda Carter and John Kannaly had 
a fantastic time in Charlotte, N.C. 
They attended a wedding in North 
Carolina where Linda’s nephew 
filled the role of  bridegroom.  

Mary Lou
Kelly

Casa Verde

The wedding, which was a beautiful 
ceremony, was one of  the best 
weddings they have attended. There 
was an unbelievable reception which 
added to the fun. 

Linda and John also went to 
South Carolina, where they stayed with 
Linda’s sister, Ada. Both agree it was  
a great vacation.

Our building dinners have 
been outstanding. We have been to 
the Outback Steakhouse, where 15 
residents enjoyed the good food and  
good company.

Remember, there is a box in the 
core room for news that residents 
would like to be included in articles.  
So, keep in touch. 
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One trip was an adventure, one was historic 
and one was just plain fun for the whole family

Our neighbor, Helen Martini, 
recently took an exciting one-week 
cruise. Helen went to Cozumel, Grand 
Cayman, Belize and Honduras. While 
she was in Honduras, Helen did the zip 
line off  the mountain and landed on the 
beach (see photo). It was so exciting and 
fantastic; Helen cannot wait to do the 
zip line again! 

When Helen returned from her 
cruise, she went to visit family in 
Gettysburg, Pa. She played tourist with 
other members who visited. It was the 
150th anniversary of  the start of  the 
Civil War. Helen saw a re-enactment of  
a battle between the North and South. 
Helen also visited the battlefields. 

Our neighbor, Nancy Gentry, had 
a visit from her daughter, son-in-law 
and two grandsons from Georgia. She 
also has family in Safety Harbor. 

Nancy had a very special day 
planned for her grandchildren, including 
the ones living in Florida.

Nancy has six grandsons and 
one granddaughter ranging in age 
from 15 to 25. She had all of  them 
come to Honeymoon Island Beach in 

Rila Renaissance

Arlene
Bergen

Dunedin to spend the day, including 
one grandson’s wife and another’s 
girlfriend. Nancy bought very colorful 
kites to fly. They all went out on a sand 
bar to fly the kites and had so much 
fun. Nancy was so happy her day was 
a big success.

Look  fo r  ve r y  impor t an t 
and exciting information in our  
October column. 

I hope everyone has a wonderful 
Labor Day weekend celebration.

Please remember to periodically 
check the bulletin boards in the lobby. 
There is usually important news from 
our building captain and the On Top 
of  the World Association. 

I would like to have an article from 
our building every month. I cannot 

Helen Martini gets the “hang” of zip-lining down a Honduran mountain during her recent 
cruise to Cozumel, Grand Cayman, Belize and Honduras.

do that if  I don’t get news from our 
neighbors. If  you have any news for our 
column, please leave a note in the white 
mailbox under the bulletin board. News 
could be about a new neighbor, a birth, 
a new pet, a fascinating and interesting 

story or a great recipe. 
I would like to do a feature story 

on any one of  our neighbors who may 
have an interesting history. Just let me 
know. Many of  our neighbors have 
fascinating stories to tell. 
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97-year-old featured resident has been there, done that

Ride the rails with your car

New World French long-time 
resident Julie Werkheiser is amazing! 
About a month ago our parking lot was 
being paved, so everyone had to park 
over on Australia Way and walk a little 
further to their condos.

One day, Reta Carney saw Julie 
pull up and thought she would go and 
offer her an arm in assistance, as Julie is 
approaching 97 years of  age. Julie gladly 
accepted Reta’s arm and said, “Thanks. I 
am a little tired. I just played 18 holes of  
golf.” If  I did not know Julie personally 
I would find it hard to believe that it is 
possible to be so vibrant and sharp at 
97. But I see and I believe!

Some of  us in the building recently 
got together to celebrate Julie’s 97th 
birthday with her at Cody’s Roadhouse. 
Following dinner, we were invited back 
to Donna Cameron’s condo for cake 
and singing while Donna accompanied 
on the piano and Julie regaled us with 
stories about her eventful 97 years.

Julie and her husband, Harry 
bought their condo at OTOW while 
it was still under construction in 1969. 
At that time Belcher was still a dirt 
road. They were directed to OTOW 
as “that place they’re building in the 
boondocks.” New World French was 
the fourth building built here.

Jul ie’s husband worked for 

New World French

Linda
Rozenbergs

Foster Williams, which was a pipeline 
company. They traveled and lived 
abroad extensively,  but needed  
a home base.

Jul ie  has l ived in Panama,  
Costa Rica, Singapore, Algeria, Alaska 
(when it was still a territory), Peru, 
Jakarta and even Iran when the Shah 
was still in power. She has many stories 
about her adventures.

Julie is a true lady with a wonderful 
sense of  humor and a natural style 
and grace. The years have definitely  
been good to her. 

She has family in Ohio and Florida 
who love her dearly and cherish her. 

She is a faithful member of  North 
Bay Community Church. Julie enjoys 
golf  and her evening cocktail hour, one 
of  her favorite drinks being appletinis. 

Julie has no specific secrets about 
staying youthful other than a positive 
attitude, faith and the love of  life. 

New World French featured resident Julie Werkheiser can still be found occasionally on the 
18-hole golf course — at 97 years of age!

Take the “A” Train.   While this 
is the title of  a song written by Duke 
Ellington, it is also my suggestion of  
how to travel to the Northeast from 
here. The “A” I’m referring to is the  
Amtrak Auto Train.

About six years ago, Frieda and 
I decided to take the Auto Train 
rather than drive all the way to our 
destination in New Jersey. We drove 
to Sanford, about 25 miles east of  
Orlando, which is the southern terminal 
for the Auto Train. Lorton, Va., a few 
miles south of  Washington, D.C., is the  
northern terminal. 

According to the Auto Train 
advertising, this would save about 800 
miles of  driving … as well as two nights 
of  sleeping in motels and buying meals 
on the road. You sleep while the train 
traverses the miles you would otherwise 
be driving on I-95.

Dinner is served in the dining car 
the evening you leave, and breakfast 
is served before arriving. A movie is 
shown after dinner, along with snacks.

Well, this being the first time 
of  using Auto Train, I bought a 
one-way ticket even though it would 
have averaged out to be cheaper to 
purchase a roundtrip ticket… and was  
I glad I did!

Folks, everything was really fine 
until it was time to curl my body into 

South Seas

Mike Kaplan

my very roomy coach seat for the night. 
That night was truly “a night from 
Hades.” I firmly believe they stopped 
somewhere along the line and changed 
the wheels from round to square. I have 
been on many shaky amusement park 
rides in my lifetime. But never have I 
been as shaken as I was on that train 
that night. I swore that I would never 
use the Auto Train again.

That only proves that you should 
never say “never.” When I decided 
to go north this summer to visit 
friends and relatives, the thought of  
driving over 1,000 miles by myself  
made me stop and seriously consider  
alternative options. 

That’s when I decided to try the 
Auto Train again … and am I glad 
I did! The ride was fine, food more 
than adequate (wine with dinner), I 
met some very nice people, and it 
cost less than driving all the way. I 
can now enthusiastically recommend  
the “A” train. 
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This ‘motorcycle mama’ tours the Smokies on two wheels
By Cecile Sangiamo

Have you ever wondered who 
that little lady in black is that you 
see walking along World Parkway at 
all times of  day? Many of  you know 
her as Hope Stanton, one of  our  
very friendly residents. 

She can be seen chatting at 
poolside or exercising on the treadmill 
in the Fitness Center, as if  she 
doesn’t get enough walking from her 
apartment to cross to the other side  
of  Belcher Road. 

When I last caught up with her, 
she had just returned from her annual 
motorcycling vacation with family and 
friends in Tennessee. Yes, she hops on 
the back of  a big motorcycle and tools 
around the Great Smokies for a couple 
of  weeks in the summer!

Hope and her brother were born 
in Philadelphia and grew up on a farm 
in Bucks County. They rode horses to 
school and had many Mennonite and 
Amish friends from the region.

Her dad had a radio store in Philly 
and was an expert in the electronics of  
the time, so they were the only family 
with electricity in the home. 

Hope’s mom was a nurse and 
met Dad while she cared for his own 
mother. They were married during 
the depression. He was wise in the 

ways of  business and bought up row 
houses as an investment which enabled 
them to pop down to Miami for the 
winters. Mom loved the tropics so 
much so that in 1947 they resettled  
in Miami permanently. 

After attending high school in 
Miami, Hope answered an ad for 
a dental assistant, and received her 
training directly from the dentist. In 
those days there were no certificates or 
credentials required, just an ability to 
follow instructions and be punctual. 

Hope was ambitious and found 
a way to train at Jackson Hospital to 
get a nursing degree. By that time 
she had a daughter, Suzette, from her 
first marriage and parents nearby to 
help with the baby’s care. Hope even 
had time to develop a talent to craft 
ceramics for extra income. 

Life in Miami was always exciting 
and living outdoors was easy, so she 
was able to take daily walks with  
her daughter. 

One day she was stopped by Don, 
a local policeman. When he saw this tiny 
little girl pushing a carriage, he thought 
she was too young to be out of  school. 
Her own mother had to intervene to 
keep her out of  truancy. 

Don was so taken by Hope that 
after a year and a half  of  dating, they 

were married. Daughter Donna was 
added to this little family and Hope 
attained the position of  surgical nurse 
at the hospital. One day she got a call 
at the hospital that Don had suffered 
a heart attack and after 12 years, Hope 
was once again alone. 

Her two girls were almost in their 
teens and their favorite recreation 
was roller-skating. Hope, with her 
strong legs and arms, became an  
accomplished spinner. 

Meet Hope Stanton: medical professional, 
mother and exercise enthusiast.

One day she skipped out of  work 
to go skating and fate brought her face 
to face with Bob, who was on his first 
day of  vacation in Miami. It was love 
at first sight, so the family grew with 
two older boys. 

They commuted back and forth to 
Bob’s home in Michigan, and maintained 
two homes for many years. Bob was a 
long-distance bus driver and eventually 
got a job in the Miami Transportation 
system and later drove school buses and 
tour buses. Hope even became a tour 
guide and with her friendly personality, 
they made many permanent friends 
with their clients. 

Hope has two grandchildren and 
six step-grandchildren and family in 
Tennessee and Michigan. She moved 
to On Top of  the World in 2001, and 
has found that of  all the places she has 
lived, this is one of  the friendliest. 
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Family trips fill the time 
while awaiting Nov. meeting

This couple’s wedding certainly could be called ‘unique’
Our first monthly luncheon was a 

huge success. Approximately 30 of  our 
residents attended. Linda and Don Rice 
were the organizers of  the event, which 
this month took place at Johnny’s. 

Our resident photographer, Charlie 
Olsen, took the photos that appear here 
at right, and from them you can tell that 
everyone had a great time. 

Don Rice told me that our monthly 
luncheon would take place on the 
second Monday of  each month, so 
mark your calendar and watch the 
bulletin board for information. Don 
has also requested suggestions for 
what restaurants you would like to have 
considered for future months.

We all remember our wedding 
and/or our children’s and possibly 
our grandchildren’s weddings. Carol 
Keough has great memories of  her 
granddaughter’s recent wedding and it 
certainly was unusual.

The wedding was held on the 
chartered yacht Star Ship out of  Tampa. 
As usual, everything didn’t go as 
planned. The minister of  their choice 
was unavailable. It was then suggested 
that the bride’s uncle, who is a retired 
Navy Captain, officiate. Thanks to 
the Internet, a church was found that 
would ordain him for only the day of  
the wedding. 

España

Clare  
Pebworth

The next step was the marriage 
license, and when they applied they 
were told that the special ordination 
would be recognized by the State  
of  Florida. 

When the actual evening of  
the wedding arrived, the bride and 
bridegroom, holding hands, came to 
stand in front of  the “minister.” He 
looked down at them holding hands, 
and over his glasses, said, “Cut that out. 
I didn’t tell you that you could do that.” 
Everyone laughed and relaxed. 

Then, very serious, but with some 
humor, he quoted scripture and gave 
personal advice from his own 30 years 
of  marriage. 

The evening was glorious and 
the weather was fantastic. There was 
no thunder or rain, but they had a 
spectacular lightning display all around 

the ship. Carol said it was the best 
fireworks she had ever seen.

About midnight, when the bride 
and bridegroom disembarked from 
the ship, rather than rice, the couple 
received a flurry of  bubbles blown on 
them by their friends and family. That 
wedding will be a grand memory!

Once again, OTOW is going to 
have a building Christmas Decorating 
Contest. The prize will not be a trophy, 

but something much more exciting. It 
will be a bus to the door of  the winning 
building. Then, up to 55 residents will 
be taken to the Hard Rock Casino. 

Each person on the bus will also 
receive a $5 coupon for lunch along 
with coupons for free chips. Be sure to 
watch this newspaper for information. 
We have a little time – so put your 
thinking caps on as to how the España 
should be decorated.

España residents enjoy their first monthly luncheon, which was organized by Linda and  
Don Rice. The affair was held at Johnny’s.         (Photo by Charlie Olsen) 

Not much going on this month. 
People staying inside and watching 
the free carwashes outside. Some say 
their golf  game is a lot tougher on a 
flooded green – others just go with the 
flow. Fortunately, no serious hurricane 
threats so far. We must be doing 
something right.

We do have a few residents visiting 
in other parts of  the country. Tom and 
Marie Pirrello will go to Longboat Key 
for an annual family get-together later 
this summer. I’m sure they will have  
a great time.

Sy Mackey went to Huntsville, Ala. 
to help celebrate her daughter’s birthday 
and to spend time with her granddaughter, 
who recently placed in the top 10 at 
the national gymnastics competition 
held in Dallas. That granddaughter is 
one hard-working young lady and a  
real beauty, too.

Petie Fornuto went to Indiana to 
celebrate birthdays and anniversaries 
with her sons, her grandchildren and her 
two great-grandchildren. I’ll bet those 
little ones kept Petie hopping – she may 
have come home to rest.

Rose and Joe Caso went to  

New York to celebrate a belated 
birthday party with family and friends. 
I hope you had a great party.

I got a call from our building 
captain, Bob Kelly, wanting to know 
how things were down here. I reported 
that the core has been cleaned and 
that all is well. Sounds like he is  
having a ball.

Bob wanted me to remind 
everyone of  our fall business meeting 
on Nov. 9. (For those who like to really  
plan ahead.)

Guess that is it for this month. If  
you have news items, please put them 
in my envelope on the building bulletin 
board or come visit and bring them to 
me. I need your input.

Whack-a-ballers, please continue, 
weather permitting. 

Azores

Russ
Heiserman
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New resident has background in newspapers, 
public relations and is now writing two books 

I would like to introduce our 
newest resident, Diane Cavanaugh. 
Diane moved here in June, along with 
her very friendly German shepherd 
mix “Angel.”

Diane was born in St. Louis and 
has lived in many places in the eastern 
half  of  the U.S., most recently the 
Riverview/Apollo Beach region. Diane 
has two sons who still live in that area. 

She graduated from Fontbonne 
College in St. Louis with a degree 
in voice and art and has had a long 
career in public relations. She has 
done public relations for several large 
companies and for Wake Forest and  
DeVry Universities. 

She wrote for three North Carolina 
newspapers and was the newsletter 
editor for the Business and Professional 
Women’s Club and for Big Brothers. 
She has written a mystery novel and 
a cookbook, both of  which are still 
in progress. We look forward to the 
publishing of  her two books.

Diane said she loves Florida and 
is interested in music, art, antiques and 
original furniture. We welcome her to 
our building.

On Sept. 11, we will observe the 
somber 10th anniversary of  the attack 
on our country. We all remember where 
we were at that moment. I was driving 
to a doctor appointment when a very 
calm, subdued male voice on the radio 
announced some “rather disturbing 
news” and said that an airplane had hit 

the World Trade Center. I imagined that 
it was a small two-seater and that the 
pilot had become ill or disoriented. 

I came out of  the doctor’s 
examining room and the television 
in the lobby was turned on showing 
the twin towers in flames. Some 
of  the employees were frantic and 
concerned about their relatives who  
worked in New York. When I returned 
to work that morning, my fellow 
employees at the courthouse expressed 
a consensus that a war was imminent. 

A few years ago, I asked my 
daughter-in-law, who was at home in 
Kyrgyzstan on that day, what their 
reaction was. She said that all the planes 
were grounded there too and that 
they were afraid this would lead to the 
outbreak of  World War III.

Wherever you were that day, 
we can be glad that further threats 
(though always present) were contained 
and that we have been relatively safe  
since then. Amen.

Hi ,  I ’m back and so i s 
Laurie Cole. It’s been a long time. 
Welcome! 

Welcome back Margaret 
Planton and her son and daughter-
in-law and the “eight-paws” border 
collies named Sadie and Sugar. 

Rickey and Gary are still painting 
and decorating. Their Florida room 
is now called “The Havana Room” 
due to the fact they collect cigars 
and cigar box memorabilia. Gary 
is also a connoisseur of  fine wines. 
Mickey is the painter; Gary is also 
quite a chef.

Speedy recovery to George 
Deuel. When I stopped to pay 
him a visit, we were chatting, but 
forgot I had my reporter’s shirt on 
(getting ready for a meeting) with 
all of  a sudden he asked, “Am I 
being interviewed?” “No!” was  
my answer.

Keep checking the bulletin 
board. OTOW will be having 
a contest for the Best Holiday 
Decorations. Just read the building 
lighting rules so we don’t have any 
blackout buildings or injuries from 
extension cords, etc. 

I will post a sign-up sheet 
for help and suggestions as the 
holidays get closer. Wait until you see  
the “Big Prize”…

Please let me know of  any trips 
you have made, or fun company 
with birthdays.

Bee well, Bee good to one 
another. We’re all heading into 
the same storm with different 
umbrellas… God Bless. 

Rural French

Gloria
Clifford

Check the 
bulletin board 
for decorating 
contest news

September — I recall one of  
the poems Elinor K. Rose wrote that 
reminds of  my childhood days:

From June through August, I remember,
My favorite month is sweet September,
When all that lovely haze comes in,
And all those lovely schools begin.

We were  so  happy to  see  
Al and Rose Wallace, who recently 
moved to our building, at the July 
dinner at Cody’s. They say, “Happy to 
be settled in our new condo. We moved 
from Building 15.” We are so glad to 
have them here and to see them taking 
part in our socials.

I also want to welcome Randall 
and Cyndia Henry to Melbourne. They 
are from London, Ontario. This gives 
us an international flavor. I’m eager to 
meet them soon.

Connie and Eugenio Valentin were 
in New York for a month. Although 
they had been there in March, they 
returned for a sister’s memorial. The 
family took a nephew’s boat and spread 
her ashes on the Hudson River. They 
also spent one week in Vermont seeing 
their daughter and granddaughters. 

Their youngest granddaughter 
gave birth three months ago to their 
first beautiful great-granddaughter. 
Connie says, “It was so wonderful 
seeing her for the first time.” 

What a fulfilling month they 
had. Among other activities, they 
celebrated a nephew’s bir thday  

Melbourne

Val  
Kastner

(number 9) and attended a performance 
by a 12-year-old nephew who played 
Officer Crumky from “West Side Story” 
and sang “There’s a Place for Us.” 

They also enjoyed a reunion in 
Albany with family members they had 
not seen in two years. To top it off, 
they were there for their grandson’s 
dedication to the Lord on Sunday,  
July 30. They were blessed. Glad they 
are back safe.

I just returned from two weeks in 
Michigan. I flew to Marquette to see my 
brother and family. 

Maneuvering through Detroit 
Metropolitan Airport, from the Delta 
flight from Tampa to the small Mesaba 
Aviation plane was a mile and a half  
distance. I was so glad my son had 
told me to request a wheelchair when 
I checked in or I would never have  
made it on time. 

I enjoyed the fresh vegetables, 
especially the beet greens and the fresh 
raspberries I was able to help pick. 

Plus it was quality time with family 
and a new area to explore. 

Returning to the Detroit area, I 
spent three days with my sisters-in-law 
and nieces. As the reason for my trip 
— it was to see Frank’s ashes to a little 
cemetery on the corner of  the farm 
where I was born near Kingston. 

My son and his wife hosted me 
for the rest of  the trip. We toured the 
Michigan Thumb area and I showed 
them the four farms I had lived on for 
my first 17 years. 

Also, I was able to go to a play: 
“Marie Antoinette: the Color of  Flesh,” 
for which Monika designed the set, 
props, costumes and projections. Can’t 
believe she sewed all those period 
costumes. She is now working on 
the next production of  the Michigan 
Opera. She is one busy lady. 

I’m home now, recovering – 
probably will take me two weeks.

Hope you al l  were able to 
make the 3 p.m. dinner at Rhumba’s  
on August 27.

Dwellers take a few pleasurable journeys
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(Continued from previous column)

west Side Pinochle is “on vacation” 
for the remainder of the summer. we 
will announce when play resumes.

Bertie Lewis

Walter Balderson, Director
(Top leaders listed for each playdate)

(Continued in next column)

EAST SIDE – Thursdays
Diane Bigelow – Maxine Murray

PROGRESSIVE EUCHRE

Anyone 
interested 
in playing 

Hand & Foot 
Canasta 

contact Roxie. 
474-5040

Monday, July 11
N/S: Betty Johnson, Paul Streigle 
 Bob Ferguson, Mary Lou Ferguson
E/W: Kay Karen Russell, Reva Heymann
 Georgia Jensen, Trish Burch

Wednesday, July 13
N/S: Orletha Van Etten, Evelyn Reece
 Bob Ferguson, Mary Lou Ferguson
E/W: Betty Sagun, Karen Russell
 Joan Moore, Jean Rhame

Saturday, July 16
N/S: Bob Ferguson, Mary Lou Ferguson
 Betty Johnson, Walter Balderson
E/W: Thelma Wishnek, Kay Ralston
 Betty Sagun, Karen Russell

Monday, July 18
N/S: Jane Child, Nita Akers
 Bob Ferguson, Mary Lou Ferguson
E/W: Betty Sagun, Jana Packer
 Kay Ralston, Thelma Wishnek

Wednesday, July 20
N/S: Betty Johnson, Bob Ferguson 
 Julienne Workman, Beverly Gibbo
E/W: Jean Rhame, Joan Moore
 Lu Erskine, Georgia Jensen

Saturday, July 23
N/S: Paul Streigle, Walter Caithness
 Beverly Gibbo, Thelma Wishnek
E/W: Orletha Van Etten, Betty Sagun
 Georgia Jensen, Lu Erskine

Saturday, July 30
N/S: Paul Streigle, Walter Caithness
 Jana Packer, Bob Zeman
E/W: Lu Erskine, Georgia Jensen
 Carl Heymann, Reva Heymann

Monday, Aug. 1
1. Betty Sagun, Jana Packer
2. Bob Zeman, Nita Akers
3. Georgia Jensen,  Trish Burch

Wednesday, Aug. 3
N/S: Beverly Gibbo, Nita Akers
 Harriet Sanner, Julienne Workman
E/W: Ella Van Dorn, Betty Sagun
 Orletha Van Etten, Evelyn Reece

Saturday, Aug. 6
N/S: Walter Caithness, Paul Streigle
 Bob Ferguson, Mary Lou Ferguson
E/W: Betty Sagun, Trish Burch
 Georgia Jensen, Lu Erskine

July 1 PM
Sergio Pistella .......................................4080
Jane Child ..............................................2990

July 4
Julie Solfronk ........................................3890
Regina Dietrich .....................................3180

July 6 PM
Sergio Pistella .......................................3180
Bunny Rosan .........................................3000

July 7
Ella Van Dorn ........................................4650
Julie Solfronk ........................................4520

July 11
Verna Olson ...........................................4210
Nancy Savelle .......................................4130

July 11 PM
Sergio Pistella .......................................3980
Jane Child ..............................................3170

July 13 PM
Sergio Pistella .......................................3380
Bunny Rosan .........................................3410

July 14
Naoma Harper .......................................3660
Nancy Savelle .......................................3270

July 15 PM
Sergio Pistella .......................................4880
Kathy Schamel ......................................2590

July 18
Florence Fingerhut ................................3600
Naoma Harper .......................................3420

July 18 PM
Sergio Pistella .......................................4180
Chet Czeczot .........................................3680

July 20 PM
Kathy Schamel ......................................4250
Sergio Pistella .......................................3710

July 21
Florence Fingerhut ................................3680
Naoma Harper .......................................2580

July 25
Naoma Harper .......................................3400
Florence Fingerhut ................................3180

July 27
Nancy Savelle .......................................3360
Regina Dietrich .....................................3180

July 28 
Naoma Harper .......................................3860
Florence Fingerhut ................................3260

July 29 PM
Sergio Pistella .......................................4500
Kathy Schamel ......................................3780

July 21 Winners 
1.................................................Ron Murray 
2............................................Norma Neiland 
3...........................................Marvin Bruning 
4........................................... Maxine Murray 

July 28 Winners
1........................................... Joyce Engelbert 
2...........................................Arnie Engelbert 
3............................................... Fran Milanec
4............................................Norma Neiland 

Aug. 4 Winners
1...........................................Marvin Bruning 
2.................................................Ron Murray 
3........................................... Maxine Murray
4..............................................June Sweeney 

Aug. 11 Winners 
1.................................................Ron Murray 
2........................................... Joyce Engelbert 
3........................................... Maxine Murray 
4................Marvin Bruning/Arnie Engelbert

July 12
6530 (1st Place) ..................... Chet Czeczot,  

Betty Eggleton 
6520 (2nd Place) ..................... Bertie Lewis 
Double Pinochle ... Ann Reed, Gwen Nolan, 

Richard Snapp, Alice Langguth
Took All Tricks .. Ann Reed & Pat Gilghrist

July 14 
6810 (1st Place) ...........................Bill House 
6790 (2nd Place) ............... Madelyn Thome 
Double Pinochle .................... June Sweeney 

July 19 
7220 (1st Place) ........................ Peggy Kane 
7000 (2nd Place) ................ Helen Gonzalez 
Took All Tricks ...............Clayton Hancock,  

Marge Garvey 
July 21

6930 (1st Place) .................. Julie Hofmaster 
6550 (2nd Place) ...................Marge Garvey 

July 26
6450 (1st Place) .................. Julie Hofmaster 
6020 (2nd Place) .................... Chet Czeczot 

July 28
7460 (1st Place) ..................... Jackie Powers 
6740 (2nd Place) .....................  Peggy Kane
Double Pinochle .................... Chet Czeczot,  

Clayton Hancock, Jackie Powers
Aug. 2

6660 (1st Place) ...................Maxine Murray 
6370 (2nd Place) ............... Madelyn Thome 
Double Pinochle ...................... Peggy Kane,  

Ken Doolittle, Jeanne Sanders 
Aug. 4

6470 (1st Place) ........................ Peggy Kane 
6350 (2nd Place) ...................Marge Garvey 
Double Pinochle .................Larry O’Connor
Took All Tricks ................... Pat Gilghrist &  

Bertie Lewis
Aug. 9

7110 ....................................... Charlie Christ
6730.......................................... Peggy Kane
Round House .......................... Fran Milanec
Took All Tricks ............Clayton Hancock &  

Ann Reed
Aug. 11

7110 ....................................Larry O’Connor
6560......................................Marge  Garvey
Double Pinochle ................. Julie Hofmaster

Monday, Aug. 8
1. Paul Streigle, Walter Caithness
2. Bob Ferguson, Mary Lou Ferguson
3. Bob Zeman, Jana Packer

Wednesday, Aug. 10
N/S: Bob Ferguson, Mary Lou Ferguson
 Bob Zeman, Jana Packer
E/W: Carl Heymann, Reva Heymann
 Georgia Jensen, Lu Erskine

Saturday, Aug. 13
N/S: Beverly Gibbo, Julienne Workman
 Walter Caithness, Paul Streigle
E/W: Betty Sagun, Karen Russell
 Leanor Wiley, Dorothy Ehlers
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This entertainer’s first words are usually ‘Let’s dance!’
By Tom Brennan

 “Let’s dance” are the first 
words said by Joseph M. Cavella as 
he arrives with Anita Schwartzman 
at the Saturday night dances at the  
East Activity Center.

 Joe was born into a musical 
family 93 years ago in Philadelphia. 
He was introduced to opera at a 
young age with a front row seat, as 
his Grandpa was a harpist with the 
Philadelphia Orchestra. His father, 
also Joseph, was a cellist and his 
mother, Lucia, was a violinist and 
pianist. 

His godparents owned a music 
store where Joe and his brother 
Richard spent many hours in their 
youth. Joe played drums but says he 
enjoyed dancing more.

 Af ter  g raduat ing  f rom 
Philadelphia South High School, 
Joe married Mildred Crowthers. 
She loved to dance also and entered 
contests at the movie houses and 
“did quite well.” Once she performed 
on the Major Bowes TV show. Joe 
nicknamed her “Jazz.” They became 
a dancing team.

 Joe started the Imperial Dance 
Club and operated the Cotillion 
Ballroom where he introduced such 
names as Jack and Judy Hughes, 
Eddie Shane, The Diplomats, Harold 
Huber, Marianne Nicole, and Rufus 
Dustin. He knew Vernon Brock, the 
choreographer, before he went to 
Hollywood. Joe had contacts with the 
big name bands and brought many of  
them to Philadelphia. 

Joe says he spent several years 
in Blackpool, England, where he 
discovered the “street tempo” 
of  England differs from the  
American rhythm.

 Joe worked as a postman 
for 22 years in Philadelphia. He 
tells me the story of  an incident 

that nearly cost him his job with the  
U.S. government. 

It happened as he was delivering 
mail on a residential street and came 
upon one of  the housewives practicing 
a new dance step she’d learned but 
couldn’t “get it right.” Joe comes to 
the rescue, puts his mailbag on the 
sidewalk, takes the lady in his arms 
and proceeds to dance. After a few 
minutes of  dancing in the presence 
of  on-lookers, he continued on his 
route. 

When he returned to the Post 
Office, he was met by the postmaster 
who was in a rage. Joe was given 
a warning that if  he did anything 
outside of  delivering the mail, he’d be 
on the street without a paycheck. A big 
smile crosses Joe’s face as he recalls  
this episode.

 Joe has a son Robert, a 
daughter Linda, five grandchildren 
(all work for the IRS), and two great-
granddaughters. He has been living 
in the same unit at Bavarian Chalet 
since 1990. Joe said when he first 
came to OTOW a neighbor woman 
complained about where he parked 
his car. A week later, she recognized 
him from his dance studio of  40 
years before. Now they are the best 
of  friends.

 Joe has been active in the 
Pennsylvania, Irish, Columbian, and 
New York/New Jersey Clubs, and 
has been a Moose in “good standing” 
for the past 10 years. He’s been a 
member of  the line dancing and swim 
classes. 

Of  course,  he ’s  a  season 
ticket holder for the Saturday night 
dances at the EAC; he and Anita go 
dancing elsewhere about four times 
a week. All of  this in spite of  two  
knee replacements.

 Thanks for the honor of  
this interview, Joe. We’ll be looking 
forward to seeing you and Anita at  
the next dance!

Joe Cavella and Anita Schwartzman at the East Activity Center, where they do much of their 
dancing. They go elsewhere about four nights a week to continue their dancing.

One of Joe’s flyers from the 60’s promoting an event at the Stardust Ballroom in 
Pennsauken, N.J., a dance venue that is still active.
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CONDOMINIUM OWNERS 
WHO RENT THEIR UNITS

OWNERS who rent direct must 
request necessary forms for securing 
Activity Cards for their renters by 
submitting a written request giving 
Building Number, Apartment Number, 
the address of the Apartment and 
enclosing a legal-sized self-addressed, 
stamped return envelope to:

On Top of the World
Activity Card Dept.

2069 World Parkway Blvd. East
Clearwater, FL 33763

This application can ONLY be 
sent to OWNERS of apartments 
here at On Top of the World and the 
OWNER shall process applications 
for Rental Activity Cards.

Applications are NOT available 
at any On Top of the World offices 
or the Palm Acre Real Estate 
office. They MUST be obtained 
BY MAIL and MUST be requested  
BY THE OWNER. 

Our August meeting was held on 
the 9th and plans were made to visit 
Red Lobster for our monthly lunch 
get-together. We try to pick a different 
restaurant for each outing.

On Aug. 12 we carpooled to 
Red Lobster. It was a nice experience. 
Food was excellent, especially the hot 
cheese rolls brought to enjoy before the 
main course. We had a very pleasant 
waitress and will plan to return there  
in the future.

Placed on our bulletin board was 
a notice that all plants, artificial or 
real, must be removed from all floors 
in our building. Items on our walls 
were removed also. Remember that 
rules like these are enforced for our 
safety. During a storm, any item can  
become a projectile.

Chris Casey announced that 
English Gothic is on the schedule for 
roof  replacement in the year 2012.

Important topics addressed at Aug. meeting

residents just trying to ‘chill out’ at a.G.

Newest grandson arrives on Mother’s Day

English Gothic

Edna  
Androvette

The clock on the wall outside the 
second-floor laundry room is in need 
of  replacement. Approval was given to 
check on the price of  a special weather 
wall clock, sealed, so that humidity and 
weather has no effect.

Phyllis Cellini’s granddaughter 
(from New Jersey) visited before she 
began her college courses. 

Luisa and Gino returned after a 
long visit with family in New Jersey. We 
were happy to see their smiling faces.

Hurricane preparedness was 
brought up again and a battery-operated 
radio, extra batteries, bottled water and 
food on hand that does not have to be 
cooked are absolute necessities.

Our next scheduled meeting will 
be at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 13. 

Some interesting facts about 
cucumbers. Who knew?

• Bathroom mirror fogging? Rub 
a cucumber slice along the mirror. 
Will eliminate the fog and provide a 
soothing fragrance.

• Shoes need polishing and you 
are running late? Rub a freshly-cut 
cucumber over the shoes for a quick 
shine.

• Out of  WD40 and have a 
squeaky hinge? Take a cucumber slice 
and rub it along the hinge. Voila, the 
squeak is gone.

E n j oy  a  s a f e  a n d  h a p p y  
Labor Day. 

In my last column, in the July 
edition, I charged you all to stay cool. 

Well, I guess you took me at my 
word, and that is what everyone at 
American Gothic is doing. As I wander 
around the halls checking on Snowbird 
units, I see no one. I mean no one. It is 
like no-man’s land. Everyone can’t be 
up North? Can they? Or are they just 
staying in their A.C.? Hmmmm… 

As I write this column, I hope this 
is not the case at noon on Aug. 31, the 
day of  our scheduled luncheon. By the 
time you read this article, we hopefully 
will have lunched at Red Lobster. I will 
let you know if  our usually faithful 
residents braved the heat to venture out 
of  their air conditioning to attend. 

American Gothic

Merle  
MacDonald

I want to thank all those who 
helped with the July 4 barbecue. Your 
efforts made this event a huge success. 
In addition to being very well attended, 
everyone brought good food and drink 
for all to share. We played patriotic 
music and caught up on all the local 

gossip. I would say that a good time 
was had by all.

You have probably noticed that 
our “library” is no longer in the second 
floor core. We are presently holding on 
to the books pending the return of  our 
residents. Their fate, the books that is, 
will be discussed at that time. If  all else 
fails, they can be donated to charity 
or we can hold a book sale before the 
holidays. 

Welcome back all you early 
Snowbird arrivals. By next issue we 
hope most of  our chickadees will be 
back in their nests. I look forward to 
seeing all of  you. 

Welcome back to all our seasonal 
residents – we missed you! Our summer 
here at the Englander was quiet from 
this writer’s viewpoint. Parking lots 
were empty and high humidity kept 
us all in the pool or indoors during 
the day time – or at the malls. Even 
the walking path was limited in people 
and dog traffic. 

Marc and Cindy Schell really went 
the distance for cooler temps during a 
15-day land tour and cruise of  Alaska 
this summer. Before their Alaskan 
trip though, they flew to New York to 
meet their newest grandson. His arrival 
was a very special gift for his mom, 
grandmothers and great-grandmothers, 
as he arrived on Mother’s Day! 

Englander

Terri 
Mikszenas

Frank and Maureen McGuire 
enjoyed their trip to their homeland 
of  Scotland, where they say their 
visits with family and friends warmed 
their hearts. They also got in a trip to 
Wales to visit Maureen’s brother and 
his wife, who many may remember 
meeting when they visited at OTOW 

two years ago. Bet there was a lot of  
singing when they all got together – 
there usually is! 

Jake and Chickie’s grandson was 
deployed to Afghanistan in July. We 
express our appreciation for his service 
and will keep him in our prayers for  
a safe return. 

We bid adieu to Frances and 
George Spalazzi, who are leaving our 
Englander family and returning to 
Illinois to be closer to their son and 
daughter-in-law. We wish you well in 
your new journey! 

Today is the oldest you’ve ever 
been, yet the youngest you’ll ever be… 
so enjoy the day! 

Need An Extra Newspaper?
OTOW News is available in the East and West Activity Center lobbies
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1 Thurs .......................... 10:00 AM .............................. CR .......................................................................... Book Worm Group
1 Thurs .......................... 10:00 AM .............................. V’s ............................................................................. Greyhound Club
2 Fri .............................. 9:00 AM ................................ CL1 .....................................................Photography Club Picasa Class
2 Fri .............................. 2:00 PM ................................ S ............................................................................ Singles Travel Club
2 Fri .............................. 9:00 AM ................................ Starlite ..............................................................AARP Driving Course
3 Sat .............................. 5:00 PM ................................ A ........................................................................ Singles Club Meeting
6 Tues ........................... 10:00 AM .............................. C .................................................................. OTOW Shriners Meeting
7 Wed ............................ 9:30 AM ................................ Blue L ................ Bitter or Better Motivation Workshop (Every Wed.)
7 Wed ............................ 6:00 PM ................................ S ............................................................. Capistrano Building Meeting
7 Wed ............................ 7:30 PM ................................ A ............................................................... Theatre Workshop Meeting
8 Thurs .......................... 9:30 AM ................................ A ............................................Good Neighbors Get-Aquainted Coffee
9 Fri .............................. 7:00 PM ................................ K & C ...............................................................Lambda Club Meeting
12 Mon ........................... 9:30 AM ................................ A .................................................................Free Ear & Eye Screening
12 Mon ........................... 2:00 PM ................................ S .......................................................................German Interest Group
14 Wed ............................ 12:00 PM .............................. S ............................................................................Red Hatters Potluck
14 Wed ............................ 7:30 PM ................................ A .................................................................... Jesters General Meeting
15 Thurs .......................... 6:00 PM ................................ V’s ..................................................................Baby Boomers Meeting
20 Tues ........................... 7:00 PM ................................ CR ......................................................................................Bible Study
20 Tues ........................... 7:00 PM ................................ V’s ...............................................................Republican Club Meeting
21 Wed ............................ 7:00 PM ................................ A .................Entertainment Committee 2012 Election Announcement
22 Thurs .......................... 2:00 PM ................................ Starlite ........................................................... Democrat Club Meeting
22 Thurs .......................... 7:30 PM ................................ A .........................Entertainment Committee Show: “Motown Magic”
23 Fri .............................. 5:00 PM ................................ S ..............................................................Casa Verde Building Potluck
24 Sat .............................. 8:00 PM ................................ A ............. Entertainment Committee Dance: “See You in September”
25 Sun ............................. 2:00 PM ................................ A ................................. Entertainment Committee: Sunday in the Park
28 Wed ............................ 6:00 PM ................................ A ........................................................................ NY/NJ Club Meeting

SEPTEMBER 1 — 30

 CALENDAR  KEY
R ............Rainbow Room (W)
S .............. Sunrise Room (W)
V ............................... Veranda

CL ........................... Classroom
K ................................Kitchen
L ......................Lecture Room

A ..........................Auditorium
C ..........................Card Room
CR ..........................Craft Room

labor Day 
Monday Sept. 5

rosh Hashanah begins 
thursday, Sept. 29

Patriot Day 
Sunday, Sept. 11

Grandparents Day 
Sunday, Sept. 11

First Day of autumn 
Friday, Sept. 23
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MONDAY
East Activity Center
7:00 A.M. ..................................Coffee Corner
8:00 .......................................... Exercise Class
8:00 ............Mens & Womens Tennis Doubles
8:00 .......................Bonesavers Exercise Class
8:30 .............Entertainment Com. Ticket Sales
9:00 ................................Water Exercise Class
9:00 .................................Wood Carvers Class
9:00 .........................................Computer Help
9:00 ............................................... Slimnastics
10:00 ................................................. Aerobics
11:30 ..................................... Duplicate Bridge
11:30 .......................................Contract Bridge
12:00 P.M. ........................... Jim R.’s Pinochle
1:00  ................ Crafters Group (2nd Monday)
1:30 .................... Butterfly Tai Chi (Beginner)
1:30 .............................................Shuffleboard
2:00 ....................... Butterfly Tai Chi (Level I)
5:00 P.M. .................................. Jim R.’s Poker
6:00 ........................................Contract Bridge
6:30 ........................................................Bingo
7:00 ...................................................... Euchre
West Activity Center
8:30 A.M. ................................. Exercise Class
9:00 ................................................. Photo IDs
9:00 ............................................... Chess Club
10:00 .............................. Mens Exercise Class
12:30 P.M. Gym closed 12:30-2:30 for cleaning
12:30 ............................................... Mah-Jong
5:00 ................................................. Mah-Jong
6:30 ................................... 8-Ball Tournament

TUESDAY
East Activity Center
7:00 A.M. ..................................Coffee Corner
8:00 .......................................... Exercise Class
8:00 ................................ Ladies 18-Hole Golf
8:00 ............Mens & Womens Tennis Doubles
9:00 ................................Water Exercise Class
9:00 ................................................... Lapidary
9:00 ............................................... Horseshoes
9:00 ..........................Caring & Sharing Group
9:00 .........................................Computer Help
9:00 ............................................... Slimnastics
9:30 .................................. Ladies 9-Hole Golf
10:00 ................................................. Aerobics
10:00 .....................................Philosophy Club
10:30 ............................Ballroom Dance Class
11:00 ........................................................ Yoga
12:00 P.M. ........................... Jim R.’s Pinochle
12:00 ....................................................Library
12:00 ................................................ Ceramics
12:00 ..............................................Dancercize
1:00 ........................................................ Poker
1:00 .....................................................Canasta
1:00 ............................................Line Dancing
1:00 ..................................... The Music Group

1:30 .................... Butterfly Tai Chi (Beginner)
2:00 ...................... Butterfly Tai Chi (Level II)
5:00 ..............................................Min’s Poker
5:00 ....................................................Pinochle
5:30 ...................................................Dominos
6:30 ......................................... Bob B.’s Poker
7:00 ......................................Bible Study Club
West Activity Center
8:00 A.M. ..West pool closed 8-9 for  cleaning
8:30 .......................................... Exercise Class
1:00 P.M. ........................... 9-Ball Tournament
6:00 ................................................. Mah-Jong

WEDNESDAY
East Activity Center
7:00 A.M. ..................................Coffee Corner
8:00 ............ Weight & Strength TrainingClass
8:00 ............Mens & Womens Tennis Doubles
8:00 .......................Bonesavers Exercise Class
9:00 ................................Water Exercise Class
9:00 ............Good Neighbors Veterans Project
9:00 ............ Good Neighbors Craft Workshop
9:00 .............................. Veranda Consignment
9:00 .........................................Computer Help
9:00 ............................................... Slimnastics
9:30 .. Bitter or Better Motivational Workshop
10:00 ................................................. Aerobics
11:00 ................... Tap Dance Class (Beginner)
11:30 ............................................... Tap Dance
11:30 ..................................... Duplicate Bridge
12:00 P.M. ........................... Jim R.’s Pinochle
1:00 .............................................Painting Pals
1:00 ............................................Social Bridge
1:00 ............................. Double Deck Pinochle
5:00 ............................................. Lela’s Poker
5:30 ..............................................Pete’s Poker
5:30 ...........................................Sheila’s Poker
6:00 ........................................Contract Bridge
6:00 ........................................ 500 Card Game
West Activity Center
8:30 A.M. ................................. Exercise Class
10:00 .............................. Mens Exercise Class
12:30 P.M. ...........................................Canasta
6:30 ..................... Ladies Que’t Billiards Club

THURSDAY
East Activity Center
7:00 A.M. ..................................Coffee Corner
8:00 .........................................  Exercise Class
8:00 ...............................Mens Tennis Doubles
8:30 .............Entertainment Com. Ticket Sales
9:00 ................................Water Exercise Class
9:00 ................................................... Lapidary
9:00 .........................................Computer Help
9:00 ............................................... Slimnastics
10:00 ................................................. Aerobics
11:00 ........................................................ Yoga
12:00 P.M. ........................... Jim R.’s Pinochle

12:00 ........................................ Bob B’s Poker
12:00 ......................................Contract Bridge
12:30 .................................................... Euchre
1:00 ..........................................Drawing Class
1:00 ............................................... Writers Ink
1:30 .................... Butterfly Tai Chi (Beginner)
1:30 .............................................Shuffleboard
2:00 .....................Butterfly Tai Chi (Level III)
5:00 ....................................................Pinochle
5:00 ........................................... Jim R’s Poker
6:00 ..............................................Ron’s Poker
West Activity Center
8:00 A.M. ..West pool closed 8-9 for  cleaning
8:30 .........................................  Exercise Class
12:30 P.M. Gym closed 12:30-2:30 for cleaning
2:00 ............................................... Chess Club
6:00 ....................................................Pinochle
6:30 ............Scotch Doubles Pool Tournament

FRIDAY
East Activity Center
7:00 A.M. ..................................Coffee Corner
8:00 ............ Weight & Strength TrainingClass
8:00 ............Mens & Womens Tennis Doubles
8:00 .......................Bonesavers Exercise Class
9:00 ................................Water Exercise Class
9:00 .................................................. Ceramics
9:00 ....................................................Pinochle
9:00 .........................................Computer Help
9:00 ............................................... Slimnastics
12:00 P.M. ........................... Jim R.’s Pinochle
12:00 ..................................................Pinochle
12:00 ....................................................Library
12:00 ..............................................Dancercize
1:00 ................................................. Mah-Jong
1:00 ............................................Social Bridge
1:00 ..................................... The Music Group
5:00 ............................................. Lela’s Poker
5:30 ..............................................Pete’s Poker
6:00 ........................................Contract Bridge
West Activity Center
8:30 A.M. ................................. Exercise Class
10:00 .............................. Mens Exercise Class
1:00 P.M. ....................................... Chess Club
6:00 .........................................Shirley’s Poker

SATURDAY
East Activity Center
8:00 A.M. ......................Mens Tennis Doubles
8:30 .......................... Computer Club Meeting
8:30 ............................................Line Dancing
11:30. .................................... Duplicate Bridge
12:00 P.M. ....................................Min’s Poker
12:00 ....................................................Putting
1:00 ...........................................Casual Bridge

SUNDAY
East Activity Center
4:00 P.M. ..............................................Putting
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Our New York commuter, 
Dorothy Carpenito, has done it 
again with her summer trip to see  
family members. 

This time she flew into Newark 
Airport with her sister Joan Abatemarco, 
where they were met by Dorothy’s 
daughter for the scenic drive to her 
home in Princeton, N.J., to join  
Mary’s husband. 

Although for the next few days 
they were hoping to take strolling 
tours around the town and university 
campus, it was too hot and stormy, so 
they had to be satisfied with viewing 
the picturesque scenes from inside  
the air-cooled car. 

On one of  these village excursions 
they stopped for lunch at Winberie’s, a 
famous old time pub featuring artifacts 
and photos of  Princeton history located 
at the edge of  the university campus.

Crossing the Delaware River at 
least four times to different destinations 
brought them one day to New Hope, 
Pennsylvania’s art and antique shops 
on the shore of  the Delaware. They 
stopped for lunch at an old converted 
church, Marsha Brown’s, where they 
were treated to authentic Louisiana 
Creole cuisine and a possibility of  
meeting Marsha Brown herself. 

Atlantic City, with its promise 
of  jackpot riches beckoned, so a day 
was spent at Resorts International, 
where they gambled, sampled the 
dishes at the buffet and left their  
annual “donation.” 

Joan left on Amtrak to visit her 
son for three days in Brewster, N.Y.  

New Jersey destination was 
jumping off place for tours

English Tudor

Cecile  
Sangiamo

Dorothy made family visits around West 
Windsor to hang out at poolside while 
her son presided over the barbecue. 
There were visits by six grandchildren 
and 11 great-grandchildren, the youngest 
of  which is 17. 

Joan returned from Brewster 
for the next day’s foray into Amish 
country and Lancaster, Pa., the county 
seat, location of  historic churches and 
Alexander Hamilton’s home. 

The College of  Music and Art has 
placed pianos all around the campus 
for anyone to sit down and play. The 
ladies were overwhelmed by the size 
and number of  the buildings and the 
many old streets with names like King, 
Duke, Queen and Prince. Lancaster also 
was the scene of  a bridal shower for one 
of  the grandchildren. 

It was drawing close to the end 
of  their vacation, so these native New 
Yorkers decided to buy two tickets for 
a nostalgic two-day tour of  New York 
City. It was as interesting for them as it 
would be for any out-of-towners. 

Not only did they go astray 
underground in the subway system, 
they rode the tour bus gawking at the 
buildings uptown and downtown, then 
made the boat ride up the East River 
and down the Hudson, crossing under 
21 bridges and gliding by Ellis Island, 
the Statue of  Liberty and the Chelsea 
Piers near where Captain Sullenberger 
landed that commercial jetliner. 

Dorothy, where do you get all 
that energy? Of  course, the day after 
your tour, you made it back home, 
completely exhausted, but happy and 
full of  wonderful memories.

We are so happy to have 
Sophie Chi back among us. After 
having rented her apartment for six 
months, she had a good vacation in 
Texas while visiting her daughter  
in Houston.

Rae Milne also visited her 
daughter near Ft. Lauderdale for 
two weeks and enjoyed a real 
vacation doing all the fun things they 
could think of. It was hard coming  
home from it.

Marge Watkins’ daughter took 
her to the Hard Rock Café in Tampa 
for dinner and games where they had 
a happy time recently. 

While a resident of  Saratoga 
for many years, she has been a great 
friend and neighbor to many of  us, 
sharing her experience with growing 
things in our little gardens, and her 
love of  grandchildren, while keeping 
track of  all the special days of  our 
lives as our Sunshine Chairman.

Mary Ellis spent a long week 
in the Northwest to renew old 
acquaintances in the Seattle area, 
where Marshall had ministered for 
nearly 50 years before coming to 
Clearwater. She had the pleasure of  
meeting with three family members 

Saratoga

Mary  
Ellis

from the Portland area at her host 
nephew and niece’s home for dinner. 
Her son, who lives in Tacoma, was 
able to join them after his work. 

She was treated to two beautiful 
dinners at waterfront restaurants. 
Another gathering was held at a 
former parish of  about a dozen old 
friends who met for tea and sharing 
of  good memories. 

She enjoyed good walks around 
the neighborhood and shopping 
when at a loss for exercise and 
the sun decided to shine. No, it  
didn’t rain!

Now we look forward to the 
return of  our Snowbirds and the 
start-up of  classes and theater 
prog rams,  a lmost  l ike  going  
back to school! 

Having fun in sunny Seattle
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• This service is provided to you at no charge.
•  The bus driver picks up passengers with a reservation only. And 

only at the designated pick-up locations. 
• “Special” pick-ups are prohibited.
• You must be able to transfer on your own to ride the bus. 
• Medical devices may be restricted due to passenger load.
• No eating or drinking on the bus.
•  If you live on the second floor of a building without an elevator, 

or if your building’s elevator is out of service, the bus staff will 
carry your bags to your front door. They are strictly prohibited 
from entering your unit.

•  Grocery or merchandise bag limits or size restrictions are at the 
driver’s discretion.

•  Daily grocery shopping time limit is 90 minutes. Other time limits 
are posted and announced by the driver.

•  If space allows, residents with proper ID may catch a return 
ride home on the bus. You must get on at the designated  
pick-up location. 

•  Residents who appear intoxicated will not be permitted  
to board the bus.

•  If you create a safety hazard or cause unsafe distractions to the 
driver, you will not be permitted on the bus.

•  Due to high rider count, we cannot accept multi-day reservations. 
Please call one day in advance to reserve a seat. Reservations are 
first come, first served. 

•  The reservation phone number is for reservations only. Please 
leave your name, phone number and the time of the trip to which 
you want to be added.

•  The bus staff takes their directions from management. Please refer 
all questions and concerns to the Service Department.

Resident Guidelines for Riding the Bus

OTOW BUS 
SCHEDULE

For reservations, call  
799-3417, then press #7  

of the voice menu.
(Seating is limited. Make  

reservations 24 hours  
in advance.)

Monday “Specials”
See Posting in Bus

Paradise ................................................. 8:00
Bldg 64 .................................................. 8:05
Bldg 75 .................................................. 8:10
Bldg 88 .................................................. 8:15
Bldg 56 .................................................. 8:20
Bldg 61 .................................................. 8:25
Bldg 48 .................................................. 8:30
Bldg 37 / 43 ............................................ 8:35
Bldg 33 .................................................. 8:40
Bldg 26 .................................................. 8:45
Bldg 18A ............................................... 8:50
Bldg 8 .................................................... 8:55
Bldg 4 / 1 ................................................ 9:00

Tuesday Morning
K-Mart, Countryside Mall

Paradise ................................................. 8:25
Bldg 64 .................................................. 8:35
Bldg 75 .................................................. 8:40
Bldg 88 .................................................. 8:45
Bldg 56 .................................................. 8:50
Bldg 61 .................................................. 8:55
Bldg 48 .................................................. 9:00
Bldg 37 / 43 ............................................ 9:05
Bldg 33 .................................................. 9:10
Bldg 26 .................................................. 9:15
Bldg 18A ............................................... 9:20
Bldg 8 .................................................... 9:25
Bldg 4 / 1 ................................................ 9:30

Thursday Morning
Publix (Sunset Pt. & U.S. 19)

Paradise ................................................. 8:00
Bldg 64 .................................................. 8:05
Bldg 75 .................................................. 8:10
Bldg 88 .................................................. 8:15
Bldg 56 .................................................. 8:20
Bldg 61 .................................................. 8:25
Bldg 48 .................................................. 8:30
Bldg 37 / 43 ............................................ 8:35
Bldg 33 .................................................. 8:40
Bldg 26 .................................................. 8:45
Bldg 18A ............................................... 8:50
Bldg 8 .................................................... 8:55
Bldg 4 / 1 ................................................ 9:00

Thursday Afternoon
Publix (Sunset Pt. & Belcher Rd.)

Paradise ............................................... 11:25
Bldg 64  ............................................... 11:30
Bldg 75 ................................................ 11:35
Bldg 88 ................................................ 11:40
Bldg 56 ................................................ 11:45
Bldg 61 ................................................ 11:50
Bldg 48 ................................................ 11:55
Bldg 37 / 43 .......................................... 12:00
Bldg 33 ................................................ 12:05
Bldg 26 ................................................ 12:10
Bldg 18A ............................................. 12:15
Bldg 8 .................................................. 12:20
Bldg 4 / 1 .............................................. 12:25

Wednesday Morning
Publix (Sunset Pt. & Belcher Rd.)

Paradise ................................................. 8:00
Bldg 64 .................................................. 8:05
Bldg 75 .................................................. 8:10
Bldg 88 .................................................. 8:15
Bldg 56 .................................................. 8:20
Bldg 61 .................................................. 8:25
Bldg 48 .................................................. 8:30
Bldg 37 / 43 ............................................ 8:35
Bldg 33 .................................................. 8:40
Bldg 26 .................................................. 8:45
Bldg 18A ............................................... 8:50
Bldg 8 .................................................... 8:55
Bldg 4 / 1 ................................................ 9:00

Wednesday Afternoon
Publix (Sunset Pt. & U.S. 19)

Paradise ............................................... 11:25
Bldg 64 ................................................ 11:30
Bldg 75 ................................................ 11:35
Bldg 88 ................................................ 11:40
Bldg 56 ................................................ 11:45
Bldg 61 ................................................ 11:50
Bldg 48 ................................................ 11:55
Bldg 37 / 43 .......................................... 12:00
Bldg 33 ................................................ 12:05
Bldg 26 ................................................ 12:10
Bldg 18A ............................................. 12:15
Bldg 8 .................................................. 12:20
Bldg 4 / 1 .............................................. 12:25

Friday Morning
Publix (Sunset Pt. & Belcher Rd.)

Paradise ................................................. 8:00
Bldg 64 .................................................. 8:05
Bldg 75 .................................................. 8:10
Bldg 88 .................................................. 8:15
Bldg 56 .................................................. 8:20
Bldg 61 .................................................. 8:25
Bldg 48 .................................................. 8:30
Bldg 37 / 43 ............................................ 8:35
Bldg 33 .................................................. 8:40
Bldg 26 .................................................. 8:45
Bldg 18A ............................................... 8:50
Bldg 8 .................................................... 8:55
Bldg 4 / 1 ................................................ 9:00

Friday Afternoon
Walmart

Paradise ............................................... 11:25
Bldg 64 ................................................ 11:30
Bldg 75 ................................................ 11:35
Bldg 88 ................................................ 11:40
Bldg 56 ................................................ 11:45
Bldg 61 ................................................ 11:50
Bldg 48 ................................................ 11:55
Bldg 37 / 43 .......................................... 12:00
Bldg 33 ................................................ 12:05
Bldg 26 ................................................ 12:10
Bldg 18A ............................................. 12:15
Bldg 8 .................................................. 12:20
Bldg 4 / 1 .............................................. 12:25

NOTE: OTOW BUS SERVICE IS FOR THE EXCLUSIVE  
USE OF OTOW RESIDENTS WITH A VALID ACTIVITY CARD
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This Classified section is a service to the OTOW community. There is no charge to residents for this 
service. Items must be priced under $500 and copy must be 20 words or less including phone number 
(or four column lines). Submitter’s name and building name must be included, but will not be published.  
If the submitters’s name and building is not included with the ad, it will not be accepted for publication.

Please note: We do not accept ads for automobiles, firearms, yard/building sales, apartments for sale or rent, or 
employment. Ads must be placed in the boxes marked OTOW News in the East and West Activity Centers. Ad deadline 
is the 10th of the month preceding publication date. Those received late will be placed in the next available issue. 

Only one (1) ad per person per month will be accepted.

CLASSIFIED

FOR SALE
Women’s bowling shoes, white Dexter, size 
10; blue ball w/bag $10 for all; 3 lamps 
w/shades, heavy, off-white/grayish color  
$10 each. 747-5799

White Pyrex stock pot, 4-quart, used once 
$10; micro stand w/storage bottom, light color 
$35; under bed shoe bag, new, holds 12 pairs 
of shoes $5. 724-3156
Pull-push golf cart, very good condition 
$15. 712-3057
Two-piece couch in very good condition,  
like new $400. 797-1752
Two lovely French-Country upholstered 
chairs, blue/beige/pink plaid made by 
Bassett, barely used, non-smoker $50 each  
or $90 for the pair. 712-1951
16" Fisher TV $25; small microwave 
$20; wicker magazine rack $10; stand-up  
lamp $20. 726-7126
Wrought iron beige table w/4 chairs, 
chaise lounge, 4 small tables, perfect  
condition $250. 266-4809

Kitchen table w/2 chairs, excellent shape.  
 669-6441
Transport wheel chair, like new $50; walker 
w/seat and hand brakes, brand new $50. 
 797-8498
Six Parsons dining room chairs, like new, 
smoke-free home $200 OBO.  330-6200
40" round beveled glass table, no scratches 
(kept covered), has four armed chairs/casters 
covered in black material $300. 726-8622
Bathroom light fixture, gold w/3 globes 
(white), excellent condition $40.  799-1479                  

WANTED
Luggage, not to exceed 22" x 14" x 9"; on 
rollers w/handle. Black preferred. 799-2552
Poker players needed Wednesdays or 
Fridays at 5:30 p.m. East Activity Center. 
No wild cards, no high-low. Dealer’s choice.  
 669-3867
Players wanted for “500” card game.   
 796-7494

Bible Study 
Club

Bob Reis, President
The OTOW Bible Study Club is 

a non-denominational Bible study 
group to explore the word of God, 
and how it relates to our everyday 
lives. Our teacher, Woodie Tully, 
brings 45 years of Bible teaching 
experience to help understand the 
Scriptures.

The club meets each Tuesday 
evening at 7 p.m. in the Veranda 
Room of the East Activities Center. 
Every third Tuesday we meet 
downstairs in the Craft Room next 
to the kitchen. Occasionally we 
use a third Tuesday evening for 
refreshments, music and singing.

We welcome everyone to our 
club. You do not need to have any 
knowledge of Scripture to join, and 
there are no club fees required. We 
are not a church; those attending are 
from a variety of denominations. 

Every first-time guest receives a 
complete copy of the Bible to keep 
as their own.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
c a l l  B o b  R e i s ,  7 9 8 - 2 4 4 3 ,  
or Woodie Tully, 399-1773. 

are needed for the 
loan closet provided by 

Good Neighbors. If you have 
any you would like to donate, 

please bring them to the 
Service O�ce in the lobby of 

the East Activity Center. 
Your donation will be 
greatly appreciated.
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